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SUNDAYS 

FREE  MAKE  YOUR  OWN  SUNDAES 
and  BALLOONS  for  kids.  And  don’t 
miss,  at  our  Cambridge  location 
only,  AARON  FLANDERS  premier 
balloon  sculptor! 

Winner  of  Boston  Magazine 
2009  Best  of  Boston  Kid-Friendly 


MONDAYS 

BUY  ONE  GET  ONE  FREE: 
Oysters  &  Clams  on  the  Half  Sale. 


TUESDAYS 

ALL  YOU  CAN  EAT  CRAB: 

$  38/per  person-Crab  chowder, 
crab  fritters,  snow  crab,  Alaskan 
king  crab,  dungenouss  crab. 


WEDNESDAYS 

CHEAP  DATE  NIGHT: 

$50/per  couple  4  course  dinner 


Details  at: 

SummerShackRestaurant.com 
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O  It’s  all  inside  the  Y. 


Happy  New  Year  and 
Happy  10t^>  Anniversary 
to  the  Wang  YMCA 

Join  the  Wang  YMCA  during  Chinese  New 
Year’s  week  (February  5-14)  and  pay  only 
a  $10  joining  fee.  Save  up  to  $90! 

•  No  contracts 

•  No  hidden  fees  or  penalties 

•  30-day  money-back  guarantee 

•  Income-based  pricing 

•  Access  to  all  YMCAs  in  MA  and  Rl 


{  2010¥2>^5^M14?S  ) 
,  M$90  I 


New  memberships  only.  Must  present  this  ad  to  receive  joining  fee  discount. 
Monthly  membership  fee  applies.  May  not  be  combined  with  another  offer. 


8  OAK  STREET  WEST.  BOSTON,  MA  02116 
617.426.2237  tel  617.426.1313  fax 
ymcaboston.org/wang 


Wang  YMCA 
of  Chinatown 


Yymca 

GREATER  BOSTON 
It's  all  inside  the  Y. 


12  Tylar  Streat,  Bestea  MB  02111 
Tal:  617-695-1080  FaX:  817-095-3211 
219  Qalacy  Ova  #00,  Qolady  MA  02160 
Tal:  617-328-0802  Fai:  017-328-1810 
iniiii.saaahiaabasiaa.eeai 
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By  Samuel  Tsoi 

Emerging  from  the 
Year  of  the  Ox  is  the  theme 
of  undulating  divide  and 
unity.  The  year  2009  began 
and  ended  with  a  loud  cry 
for  political  leadership  and 
a  faster  economic  recovery. 
The  desire  for  change  was 
fueled  by  impatience  and 
anxiety  among  voters  and 
communities  in  Massachu¬ 
setts  and  across  the  nation. 
At  the  same  time,  the  year 
brought  people  and  groups 
together  to  counter  the 
recession  and  to  find  in¬ 
novative  ways  to  improve 
economic  conditions  and 
social  vitality. 

(Re)defining  Political 
Change 

In  addition  to  inau¬ 
gurating  the  nation's  first 
African  American  presi¬ 
dent,  2009  was  also  a  break¬ 
through  year  for  Asian 
American  political  repre¬ 
sentation.  President  Obama 
selected  Steven  Chu,  Gary 
Locke,  and  Eric  Shinseki  to 
serve  critical  posts  on  his 
cabinet. 

Across  the  country, 
Asicm  Americans  also  took 
congressional  seats,  most 
notably  Joseph  Cao  (R-Lou- 
isiana),  the  first  Vietnamese 
American  to  join  the  Con¬ 
gress.  Asian  American  city 
councilors  were  also  elected 
from  California  to  Georgia. 
Here  in  Cambridge,  Leland 
Cheung  unseated  an 
incumbent  to  become  the 
city's  first  student  to  serve 
on  its  council. 

In  a  year  filled  with 
unusually  large  numbers  of 
intriguing  electior\s  in  Mas¬ 
sachusetts,  Boston  voters 
went  to  the  polls  six  times 
to  select  a  state  represen¬ 
tative,  city-councilors,  a 
mayor,  and  a  US  Senator. 

The  city's  first  Asian 
American  councilor  Sam 
Yoon  ran  for  mayor,  but 
was  narrowly  defeated  in 
the  primary.  Yoon  then 
joined  fellow  councilor 
Michael  Flaherty  as  his 
running-mate,  forming  a  vi¬ 
able  campaign  to  challenge 
Mayor  Tom  Menino  in  the 
most  competitive  race  in 
over  a  decade.  Menino's 
powerful  incumbency 
proved  unyielding  in  the 
end,  earning  the  mayor  an 
unprecedented  fifth  term. 

With  the  exit  of 
Flaherty  and  Yoon,  the 
council  welcomed  two  new 
members:  Ayanna  Pressley 
and  Felix  Arroyo,  Jr.  -  who 
along  with  John  Con¬ 
nolly  and  Stephen  Murphy 
-  were  elected  among  a 
crowded  field  of  fifteen 
candidates. 

The  municipal  races 
brought  communities 
together  in  discussing 
how  the  city  Ccin  move 
beyond  the  recession  and 
tackle  high  unemployment, 
underachieving  schools, 
the  balance  between  urbtm 
renewal  and  affordable 
housing,  and  tensions  be¬ 
tween  the  city's  tax-exempt 
institutions  and  its  proper¬ 
ty-owning  residents. 

Chinatown  residents 
and  other  immigrant 
advocacy  groups  actively 
partook  in  numerous  elec¬ 
tion  forums;  one  was  held 


^ear  of  tde  Ox^in  ^view  -  2009 


Senate  President  Therese  Murray  (left)  and  Senator 
Chang-Diaz  (right)  taking  the  Oath  of  Office  in  January 
2009.  (Photo  by  Don  West  ©2009) 


Lieutenant  Governor  of  Massachusetts  Tim 
Murray  (center)  swore  Aaron  Michlewitz  in  (right) 
as  the  Third  Suffolk  District  state  representative  in 
July  2009(Photo  by  SoYee). 


aimer 


In  September  2009,  the  four  candidates  lined  up  at  the  de¬ 
bate  table,  left  to  right,  Kevin  McCrea,  incumbent  Mayor 
Thomas  Menino,  Michael  Flaherty  and  Sam  Yoon.  (Photo 
by  Kyle  Chayka) 


On  January  4,  2010,  Leland  Cheung,  a  graduate  stu¬ 
dent  in  MIT's  Sloan  School  of  Business,  became  the  first 
Asian- American  and  the  youngest  member  of  the  Cam¬ 
bridge  City  Council.  (Photo  by  Kaili  Xu) 


in  Chinatown.  In  addition, 
a  mayoral  forum  hosted  in 
Quincy  catered  particularly 
to  the  Asian  American 
population. 

At  the  State  House, 
Aaron  Michlewitz  won  the 
Third  Suffolk  state  repre¬ 
sentative  seat  after  running 
a  tight  race  against  other 
candidates  in  a  special 
election  to  replace  House 
Speaker  Salvatore  Di- 
Masi,  who  stepped  down 
amid  an  ethics  scandal. 
Michlewitz's  counterpart 
in  the  state  senate,  Sonia 
Chang-Diaz,  also  replaced 
a  longtime  incumbent,  and 
completed  her  freshman 
year  during  the  state's 
most  serious  fiscal  crisis  in 
decades.  Many  Boston-area 
elected  officials  advocated 
for  stimulus  funding  for 
construction  projects  and 
workforce  development. 

The  Commonwealth 
saw  a  $5  billion  deficit  at 
the  start  of  the  fiscal  year 
and  a  projected  $3  billion 
by  the  next.  Lawmakers 
worked  toward  eliminating 
excessive  spending,  such  as 
pension  abuses.  Alas,  fund¬ 
ing  for  health  care  coverage 
for  31,000  legal  immigrants 
was  also  cut  but  later 
restored  via  a  temporary 
and  undersized  solution 
worked  out  by  Governor 
Patrick  and  the  legislature. 

Senator  Chang-Diaz 
filed  budget  amendments 
to  preserve  crucial  pro¬ 
grams  for  low-income 
communities  such  as 
food-aid,  rental  vouch¬ 
ers,  youth  development, 
cuid  summer  jobs.  Besides 
being  the  lead-sponsor  of 
the  bilingual  ballots  bill, 
Chang-Diaz  also  put  forth 
an  ambitious  set  of  bills  in 
addressing  youth  violence, 
foreclosures,  in-state  col¬ 
lege  tuition  for  children  of 


immigrants,  CORI  reform, 
and  economic  justice. 

One  of  the  major 
bills  Chang-Diaz  worked 
toward  passing  was  the 
education  reform  bill, 
which  was  signed  in  law 
by  Governor  Patrick.  The 
legislation  will  potentially 
double  the  numbers  of 
charter  schools  in  Bos¬ 
ton  while  implementing 
comprehensive  evaluation 
of  progress  beyond  MCAS 
scores,  and  giving  more 
power  to  district  leader¬ 
ship  in  keeping  teachers  in 
underperforming  schools 
accountable. 

Losing  Ted  Kennedy's 
Senate  seat  to  a  Republican 
was  quite  a  way  to  usher 
in  2010.  State  Senator  Scott 
Brown's  (R-Wrentham) 
victory  over  Attorney 
General  Martha  Coakley 
(D-Medford)  continues  to 
set  off  political  aftershocks 
across  the  nation.  Coakley 
ran  an  impressive  race 
against  her  three  formida¬ 
ble  opponents  during  the 
Democrat  primary.  Mean¬ 
while,  Brown  easily  won  a 
much  quieter  victory  in  the 
Republican  primary.  But 
the  short  one-month  gap 
leading  up  to  the  special 
elections  in  January  2010 
proved  critical  as  Brown's 
message  resonated  loudly 
with  voters  outside  of  the 
urban  core  while  Coak¬ 
ley  was  unable  to  gamer 
enthusiastic  support  from 
communities  of  color. 

The  suddenly  apparent 
populist  angst  attracted 
a  national  media  storm 
and  out-of-state  campaign 
financing.  The  result  was 
a  remarkable  double-digit 
turnover  in  the  jx)lls  and 
voter  turnout  that  pro¬ 
pelled  the  first  Republican 
to  represent  Massachusetts 
in  the  US  Senate  in  more 


than  five  decades  -  shifting 
the  political  balance  in  the 
Senate  ahead  of  an  espe¬ 
cially  critical  time  of  legis¬ 
lating  landmark  reforms  in 
health  care,  immigration, 
energy,  jobs  and  financial 
regulations. 

A  not-so-bullish  Year 
of  the  Ox 

Strapped  for  cash,  Chi¬ 
natown  agencies  ramped 
up  their  efforts  in  2009  for 
state  funding  maintenance 
to  stay  afloat.  Residents, 
workers,  and  civic  lead¬ 
ers  of  Chinatown  banded 
together  to  advocate  for 
funding  and  to  ]  streamline 
services  such  as  vocational 
training  and  educational 
programs. 

While  the  official  un¬ 
employment  rate  hovered 
close  to  ten  percent  in  2009, 
ending  the  decade  with 
fewer  jobs  than  the  previ¬ 
ous,  social  service  provid¬ 
ers  emphasized  a  continu¬ 
ing  need  for  training  in 
language  and  vocational 
skills  such  as  building 
maintenance  to  prepare 
workers  in  growth  sectors 
in  a  new  "green"  economy. 

With  large  sums  of 
federal  stimulus  money  be¬ 
ing  poured  into  neighbor¬ 
hoods,  community-based 
organizations  collaborated 
to  ensure  that  the  programs 
serving  inrunigrant  popula¬ 
tions  were  not  competing 
for  the  same  funds. 

The  year  also  showed 
the  ability  of  Asian  Ameri¬ 
can  families  in  coping  with 
the  recession.  Memy  Asian 
households  avoided  the 
foreclosure  crisis  based  on 
strong  savings.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  many  families  still 
struggled  to  meet  mort¬ 
gage  payments  in  light  of 
the  widespread  layoffs  and 


economic  downturn;  many 
waited  in  line  to  sign  up 
for  unemployment  benefits 
ctnd  vocational  programs. 

In  the  main  streets  of 
Chinatown,  many  small 
businesses  struggled 
through  decreased  con¬ 
sumer  spending.  Several 
mainstay  businesses  either 
closed  or  shifted  ownership 
such  as  Grand  Chau  Chow 
Restaurant  and  Super  88 
Supermarkets. 

There  were  also 
encouraging  signs.  New 
bakeries,  gift  shops  and 
restaurants  sprung  up  in 
the  neighborhood,  contrib¬ 
uting  to  one  of  the  low¬ 
est  commercial  vacancy 
rates  in  the  city.  Younger 
entrepreneurs  saw  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  invest  during 
lower  rents,  lower  crime 
rates  and  increased  foot 
traffic  from  new  condomin¬ 
iums  and  nearby  Financial 
District. 

Balancing  China¬ 
town's  Development 

In  2009,  large-scale 
projects  such  as  Parcel 
24  and  the  renovation  of 
the  Dainty  Dot  building 
awaited  for  a  more  op¬ 
portune  market  to  begin 
construction,  while  Tufts 
University  expanded  its 
Dental  School,  and  the  W 
Hotel  begem  operating  - 
signaling  an  ongoing  trend 
of  upward  expansion  in 
Chinatown. 

Meanwhile,  the  Chi¬ 
natown  Masterplan  2010 
hosted  a  series  of  com¬ 
munity  meetings  to  collect 
input  from  a  variety  of 
stakeholders  in  identifying 
priorities  for  Chinatown's 
physical  and  social  devel¬ 
opment. 

A  top  concern  emerged 
out  of  the  meetings  re¬ 


mained  to  be  affordable 
housing.  One  upcoming 
project  was  set  to  begin 
addressing  that  need,  the 
new  Hong  Lok  House, 
which  is  in  its  final  phase 
of  fundraising  and  will  add 
dozens  of  units  of  hous¬ 
ing  and  a  new  community 
room  for  the  elderly. 

A  capital  campaign 
also  began  at  Boston  Chi¬ 
nese  Evangelical  Church, 
the  region's  largest  Asian 
church.  The  multi-gener¬ 
ational  and  multi-lingual 
congregation  received 
extended  approval  from 
the  city  to  construct  a  new 
building  by  swapping  its 
existing  plot  with  an  equal¬ 
sized  plot  with  the  Quincy 
Upper  School. 

One  of  the  few  green 
spots  in  Chinatown  will 
also  get  revamped.  The 
Chinatown  Gateway  Park, 
which  was  renamed  Mary 
Soo  Hoo  Park,  received 
state  funding  to  improve 
the  site  and  integrate  its 
social  function  and  positive 
ecological  potential  with 
the  Rose  Kennedy  Green-  • 
way. 

An  innovative  use  of 
space  in  a  vacant  store¬ 
front  below  the  Archstone 
luxury  apartment  complex 
received  a  tremendously 
positive  response  as  the 
Chinatown  Storefront 
Library  opened  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  the  need  for  a 

public  library  branch  in  the 
neighborhood. 

The  temporary  space 
received  many  visitors, 
hosted  community  meet¬ 
ings,  educational  and 
recreational  events,  and 
collected  thousands  of 
books  and  periodicals  in 
both  Chinese  and  English. 

As  initiatives  like  the 
Storefront  Library  and 
Films  at  the  Gate  affirmed, 
civic  institutions  continue 
to  grow  cmd  adapt.  Like¬ 
wise,  events  such  as  the 
40th  armiversaries  of  the 
August  Moon  festival,  the 
Boston  Chinatown  Neigh¬ 
borhood  Center,  and  the 
graduation  of  vocational 
and  English-leaming  stu¬ 
dents  at  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  all  speak 
to  Chinatown's  balance  of 
building  a  closer-knit  com¬ 
munity  while  remaining  a 
vital  commercial  hub. 

Perhaps  one  of  the 
most  refreshing  perspec¬ 
tives  on  this  year's  eco¬ 
nomic  woes  came  from  Joe 
Wong,  the  self-identified 
"All-American  immigrant" 
comedian  who  was  fea¬ 
tured  in  the  Boston  Globe 
in  the  Bostonian  of  the  Year 
issue:  "1  grew  up  poor.  If  1 
become  poor  agciin,  I  will 
just  feel  young." 

The  Year  of  the  Ox 
was  marked  by  a  deep 
desire  for  change  amid 
an  economic  downturn. 
Heading  into  a  new  decade 
and  the  Year  of  the  Tiger, 
rediscovering  deeper  social 
values  and  recovering  a 
more  resilient  civic  energy 
will  help  Chinatown  and 
other  communities  emerge 
from  the  recession  with 
increased  social  capital  and 
a  shared  sense  of  progress. 
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Chinese  Horoscope  February  14,  2010  -  February  2,  2011 

Year  of  the  Tiger  arriving  on  February  14,  2010 

By  Han  Teen  See 


The  year  of  the  Tiger  2010  will  be  like  that  of  a  mi¬ 
rage.  Many  areas  might  seem  to  be  improving  and  even 
blooming.  However  the  foundations  for  recovery  will 
stiU  remain  shaky  and  unstable.  The  benefits  of  policies 
that  have  been  made  to  tide  people  over  the  recession  will 
have  taken  effect,  but  the  instability  will  be  far  from  over. 
Nevertheless,  there  will  still  be  opportunities  to  make 
a  fortxme  this  year.  While  some  issues  such  as  military 
engagements,  political  power  struggles,  terrorism  and 
civil  disturbances  might  continue  to  persist  or  even  get 
more  severe,  there  will  be  other  new  challenges  that  will 
start  to  reveal  themselves  during  2010.  These  challenges 
will  include  food  shortages,  structural  problems/ land 
movements,  social  instability  and  general  disillusionment 
in  people.  The  gloomy  outlook  will  not  necessarily  imply 
gloom  and  doom.  The  complex  nature  of  this  year  will  be 
that  logic  might  not  apply.  Although  the  earliest  where 
things  will  start  tumbling  down  might  be  around  the 
middle  of  2010,  this  might  certaiiUy  be  delayed  or  even 
will  never  need  to  come  about.  It  will  depend  on  how 
long  this  mirage  will  last  and  how  soon  a  new  evolution 
will  materialize.  This  evolution  will  be  a  new  force  or 
drive  that  will  create  a  new  start  for  all.  It  might  be  in  the 
form  of  a  lifestyle,  or  the  appearance  of  an  outstanding 
and  charismatic  leaders. 

One  of  the  major  issues  confronting  us  will  be  that  of 
food  shortages.  The  scarcity  of  food  will  naturally  drive 
up  the  prices  of  necessities  and  will  cause  great  difficulty 
especially  to  the  poor  and  to  those  who  will  be  barely  sur¬ 
viving  the  recession.  In  recent  years,  many  agricultural 
countries  switched  from  producing  crops  for  food  to  fuel. 
With  the  bad  weather  and  other  natural  calamities  during 
2009  and  those  expected  in  2010,  the  impact  of  reduced 
food  supplies  will  be  greatly  felt  in  2010.  This  impact 
should  not  be  imderestimated  as  where  crop-producing 
countries  give  priority  to  their  own  and  control  exports, 
this  might  cause  difficulties  to  countries  that  are  depen¬ 


dent  on  food  imports.  Some  countries  that  have  already 
anticipated  this  problem  have  even  bought  large  tracts 
of  land  in  other  countries  to  grow  crops  for  their  own 
people. 

There  will  also  be  more  cases  of  landslides,  structural 
collapses  or  even  greater  earth  plate  movements  that 
might  be  caused  by  nature  or  be  man-made.  Some  of  these 
incidents  might  be  prevented  by  requiring  greater  safety 
precautions  when  dealing  with  sloping  land  without 
grass  or  adhering  strictly  to  the  safety  precautions  during 
construction  or  other  work  sites  such  as  mines  or  tunnels. 
However,  it  will  be  more  challenging  when  it  comes  to 
preventing  major  structures  such  as  tall  skyscrapers  from 
collapsing  or  sudden  earth  movements.  In  today's  world, 
we  are  competing  to  build  the  tallest  buildings  or  biggest 
structures.  Although  living  and  working  in  tall  skyscrap¬ 
ers  and  structures  commands  a  premium,  it  might  be  very 
dangerous  should  disaster  strike.  Geologists  might  be 
able  to  provide  some  notice  for  people  to  have  adequate 
time  to  escape  provided  the  destruction  is  caused  by 
nature.  However,  nature  will  not  be  solely  responsible  for 
such  destruction. 

The  military  engagements  and  political  power  ' 
struggles  will  continue  in  2010.  There  will  be  more 
terrorist  activities  and  civil  disturbances.  Males  in  the 
military  and  politics  will  do  much  better  than  their  female 
counterparts.  As  explained  earlier,  the  foundation  of  life 
will  be  threatened  in  2010,  through  food  shortages,  poor 
job  opportunities,  a  widening  of  social  classes  and  worse 
of  living  conditions.  Many  will  become  disillusioned  and 
feel  a  sense  of  hopelessness  and  despair.  It  will  not  relate 
to  intelligence  or  maturity,  but  rather  will  be  people's 
perception  of  the  present  and  the  future.  Thus,  terrorists 
might  be  able  to  infiltrate  society  easily  than  in  previous 
years.  Riots  and  civil  disorder  might  even  sound  appeal¬ 
ing  to  those  who  will  feel  desperate  and  hopeless. 

The  media  and  corporations  who  will  project  this 


mirage  will  not  be  seen  to  be  right  or  wrong.  It  will  be 
the  equivalent  to  injecting  anesthetic  into  a  patient  who 
is  severely  in  pain.  Who  will  blame  the  doctors  for  try¬ 
ing  to  reduce  the  pain  and  suffering  of  the  patients?  If 
everybody  were  to  react,  it  will  cause  too  much  panic  and 
disorder  and  the  destruction  might  be  too  fast  and  drastic 
to  cope  with.  By  creating  a  mirage  in  order  to  buy  time 
till  the  next  revolution  might  delay  the  collapse  and  lessen 
the  pain  to  become  more  manageable.  However,  if  too 
much  anesthetic  is  given  or  there  is  a  continuous  use  of 
painkillers,  it  might  cause  other  complications  and  even 
result  in  death.  If  this  mirage  seems  so  real  and  remains 
for  too  long,  people  might  start  to  have  difficulty  differen¬ 
tiating  between  the  mirage  and  reality.  Doomsayers  who 
have  the  intention  to  frighten  the  public  for  their  own  self- 
interest  might  be  despicable,  but  those  who  paint  a  rosy 
picture  in  front  of  a  cliff  causing  people  to  fall  to  their 
deaths  are  not  much  better  either.  Thus,  it  would  be  best 
to  adopt  a  middle  groimd. 

Year  2010  provides  the  best  natural  environment  for 
the  birth  of  a  new  evolution  that  will  improve  people's 
lives  and  create  another  driving  force  for  the  next  genera¬ 
tion.  This  evolution  might  take  the  form  of  a  new  indus¬ 
try,  a  new  form  of  lifestyle  or  even  might  be  outstanding 
individuals.  Sometimes  an  evolution  might  gains  its 
strength  from  a  large  collapse  of  society  while  others  take 
off  naturally  with  the  help  of  a  gentle  breeze.  Whichever 
way  this  new  evolution  might  materialize,  it  would  still 
be  best  to  exercise  caution  and  not  to  get  in  the  way  of 
the  collapse  if  it  ever  materializes.  You  might  also  not 
want  to  get  too  carried  away  with  the  man-made  mirage. 
Though  it  might  lessen  the  pain,  it  will  not  be  able  to  right 
a  wrong.  Instead,  allow  your  true  conscience  to  embrace 
the  evolution.  Through  collective  positive  thinking,  a 
rratural  evolution  might  just  come  about. 

Wishing  you  all  the  best  and  good  luck  for  the  year  of 
the  Tiger. 


RAT 

General 

This  is  a  challenging 
year  for  those  who  are 
bom  in  the  year  of  the  rat. 
There  will  be  hiccups,  de¬ 
lays  or  even  failure  ahead. 
This  will  not  imply  that 
you  should  stop  whatever 
you  plan  for.  It  will  just 
be  that  you  need  to  be 
extra  cautious.  Your  resil¬ 
ience  and  intelligence  will 
be  an  asset  this  year.  You 
might  not  get  as  much 
help  from  others  and  have 
to  rely  on  yourself  most 
of  the  time  and  you  will 
also  need  to  be  careful  in 
whom  you  might  trust 
to  prevent  being  set  up 
by  others.  Further,  there 
might  also  be  tension 
with  your  partner.  There 
will  also  be  indications 
of  legal  problems  that 
might  even  result  in  a 
custodial  sentence.  Thus, 
you  might  want  to  be  cau¬ 
tious  with  regard  to  any 
legal  matters  and  might 
avoid  taking  any  risks  that 
might  place  you  in  such 
a  predicament,  notwith¬ 
standing  the  attractive¬ 
ness  of  any  returns.  You 
might  have  the  tendency 
to  fall  ill  and  be  involved 
in  accidents.  There  might 
edso  be  the  indications  of 
death  in  the  family  or  of 
friends.  Aside  from  taking 
care  of  your  own  health 
and  safety,  you  might  also 
want  to  keep  watch  over 
your  friends  and  family.  It 
might  not  be  easy  to  make 
a  lot  of  money  this  year 
and  as  such  you  might 
want  to  save  instead. 


Career 

In  terms  of  your 
career,  there  will  be  more 
challenges  than  ever. 
There  will  be  delays, 
failures  or  tasks  being 
abandoned.  In  additional 
to  the  difficulty  of  receiv¬ 
ing  the  necessary  support, 
more  office  politics  than 
usual  will  exist.  Sudden 
unforeseen  crisis  might 
also  arise.  Hence,  it  would 
be  advisable  to  thread 
with  care  and  maintain  a 
low  profile.  If  you  need  to 
sign  any  documents,  you 
might  want  to  exercise 
extra  care  when  doing  so 
and  also  might  not  want 
to  push  your  luck  when 
taking  risks  or  challenging 
the  law  as  there  will  be  a 
likelihood  of  ending  up 
with  a  custodial  sentence. 
Reaping  short-term  ben¬ 
efits  by  infringing  the  law 
will  result  in  serious  con¬ 
sequences.  Where  there 
are  traffic  fines  or  small 
legal  issues,  it  will  be  best 
to  settle  them  before  they 
become  too  complicated. 
You  might  also  want  to  be 
careful  in  terms  of  whom 
you  might  trust  at  work 
to  avoid  being  framed  or 
being  given  misleading 
information.  It  might  be 
better  to  collect  sensitive 
or  important  information 
by  yourself.  Although  it 
might  be  difficult  to  get 
the  returns  of  all  your 
hard  work,  you  will  want 
to  be  more  patient  this 
year  and  not  to  be  too 
hard  on  yourself. 

If  you  are  doing  busi¬ 
ness,  you  might  like  to 
keep  a  low  profile  and 
adopt  conservative  and 
well-tested  methods. 

There  might  also  be  a  high 


tendency  of  betrayals  and 
backstabbing  and  you 
might  not  want  to  put 
too  much  trust  in  people, 
especially  if  they  might 
have  coirflicting  interest 
with  yours.  You  might 
also  not  want  to  share 
confidential  information 
such  as  opportunities 
and  your  client  list  with 
others.  Tension  with  busi¬ 
ness  partners  that  might 
result  in  legal  disputes 
will  be  a  possibility. 

There  will  also  be  a  need 
to  have  contingency  plans 
and  a  greater  buffer  as 
there  will  be  more  sudden 
crisis  erupting  this  year. 
Flexibility  of  having  both 
more  time  and  resources 
to  cope  with  these  prob¬ 
lems  will  be  required.  You 
might  want  to  place  extra 
care  with  regard  to  legal 
and  corporate  matters.  If 
there  are  areas  that  you 
are  unfamiliar  with,  you 
might  need  to  seek  help 
from  professionals  to 
avoid  breaking  the  law. 


Wealth 

'There  will  be  difficul¬ 
ties  in  making  a  lot  of 
wealth  this  year.  Aside 
from  having  difficulty  to 
save,  there  will  also  be 
indications  of  overspend¬ 
ing.  A  portion  of  such 
spending  might  be  due  to 
impulse  buying.  Although 
you  might  be  very  tempt¬ 
ed  to  take  certain  risks  in 
order  to  reap  some  quick 
returns,  it  will  be  best  to 
avoid  taking  such  risks. 
How  much  you  might 
be  able  to  save  will  also 
depend  on  how  well  you 
can  avoid  legal  problems. 
Apart  from  legal  issues, 
you  might  also  need  to 
use  your  money  to  keep 
you  out  of  other  troubles. 

Relationship 

There  might  be  a  lot 
of  tension  and  instabil¬ 
ity  in  your  relationship. 
One  of  the  main  reasons 
will  be  due  to  the  exceed¬ 


ing  challenges  and  stress 
that  you  will  be  facing 
this  year  that  will  affect 
your  treatment  of  your 
partner  and  you  might 
want  to  avoid  taking 
it  out  on  your  partner. 

Be  patient  and  let  your 
partner  understand  the 
difficulties  you  are  faced 
with.  This  will  be  a  good 
time  to  determine  the 
strength  of  your  relation¬ 
ship.  You  will  certainly  be 
able  to  make  good  use  of 
the  encouragement  and 
the  support  your  partner 
will  be  able  to  provide 
by  keeping  your  commu¬ 
nication  channels  open. 
Accepting  help  and  sup¬ 
port  from  your  partner  is 
not  to  be  seen  as  a  sign  of 
weakness. 

Health 

You  will  be  accident- 
prone  this  year.  This 
might  be  due  to  your  lack 
of  patience  and  having 
too  much  on  your  mind 
and  you  might  want  to 
avoid  participating  in 
any  high-risk  activities. 

If  you  feel  that  you  are 
tired  or  easily  distracted 
by  your  thoughts,  text 
messages  or  emails,  you 
should  avoid  driving  or 
operating  machinery. 
Your  health  will  also  be 
unstable  and  this  will  be 
related  to  stress,  frus¬ 
tration  and  your  hectic 
lifestyle.  Aside  from  your 
own  health  and  safety, 
there  might  be  a  death  in 
the  family  or  of  friends. 

People 

There  will  be  a  lot  of 
backstabbing,  betrayals 
or  even  outright  confron¬ 


tations  with  others  this 
year.  You  might  want  to 
exercise  caution  when 
dealing  with  others.  Us¬ 
ing  defensive  techniques 
without  putting  yourself 
at  a  disadvantage,  you 
might  want  to  be  careful 
in  keeping  confidential 
and  sensitive  information. 
Further,  you  might  also 
want  to  keep  your  per¬ 
sonal  documentation  in 
order  for  when  you  might 
require  it.  Even  when 
others  might  be  quite 
harsh  or  treat  you  rudely, 
you  might  want  to  avoid 
getting  into  a  confronta¬ 
tion.  Take  a  step  back 
and  plan  your  strategy 
carefully. 

OX 

General 

This  will  be  a  good 
year  for  you  in  many 
areas  of  your  life.  You 
will  do  well  in  terms  of 
your  career  and  wealth 
and  there  will  be  signs  of 
promotions  and  increase 
in  your  wealth.  Your 
popularity  will  be  strong 
and  you  will  enjoy  being 
in  the  limelight.  People 
issues  such  as  betrayals 
or  backstabbing  will  be 
minimal.  Your  worst 
enemy  will  be  yourself 
this  year  and  there  will 
be  a  high  tendency  that 
you  might  get  carried 
away  with  your  new 
found  success.  Uninten¬ 
tionally,  you  might  treat 
others  abruptly  and  might 
behave  very  egoistically 
or  stubbornly.  People 
around  you  might  start  to 
feel  the  difference  in  your 
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behavior  and  attitude  and 
will  not  feel  comfortable 
with  this  change.  When 
others  start  to  alienate 
you,  this  will  restrict  your 
growth  potential.  Those 
who  have  supported  the 
idea  of  your  promotions 
or  to  present  you  more 
opportunities  might  have 
second  thoughts  and  will 
in  turn  limit  your  poten¬ 
tial  for  this  year.  Lf  you 
are  able  to  overcome  this, 
you  will  do  very  well 
this  year.  You  will  also 
be  prone  to  falling  ill  this 
year  and  as  such,  you 
might  want  to  take  care  of 
your  health. 

Career 

There  will  also  be  a 
strong  potential  of  pro¬ 
motions  or  being  given 
greater  responsibility 
and  will  also  be  enjoying 
strong  popularity  at  work. 
It  will  easy  for  you  to 
get  support  from  your 
peers  and  management. 
This  year  will  be  a  good 
time  for  you  to  participate 
in  teamwork,  projects  or 
presentations  as  you  will 
be  able  to  negotiate  or 
convince  others  easily. 
With  the  strong  back¬ 
ing  given  to  you,  there 
might  be  a  high  likeli¬ 
hood  of  you  becoming 
too  egoistic.  You  might 
be  quite  abrupt  towards 
others  and  this  might  lead 
to  you  alienating  yourself. 
Although  your  hard  work 


will  warrant  acknowledg¬ 
ment,  you  will  also  re¬ 
quire  the  continuous  sup¬ 
port  of  others  to  progress 
and  grow.  In  addition  to 
your  hard  work  and  skills 
set,  teamwork  and  leader¬ 
ship  will  also  be  essential 
and  you  might  want  to 
bear  this  in  mind  as  it  will 
be  easier  to  assume  larger 
roles  with  support  from 
more  p>eople,  especially 
your  peers. 

In  terms  of  business, 
this  will  be  a  good  year 
for  you  to  delegate  more 
time  and  effort  to  activi¬ 
ties  that  increases  publici¬ 
ty  and  exposure,  sales  and 
marketing.  You  will  be 
able  to  negotiate  for  your 
terms  and  will  be  able 
to  convince  more  people 
to  do  business  with  you. 
However,  you  might  need 
to  remember  that  after 
securing  deals,  the  service 
and  after  sales  support 
you  provide  will  be  cru¬ 
cial  for  your  business  in 
the  long  term.  Hence,  you 
might  need  to  ensure  that 
your  team  or  company 
will  be  ready  to  be  able  to 
do  so.  In  addition  to  this, 
you  might  want  to  keep  a 
humble  attitude  towards 
others,  both  your  associ¬ 
ates  and  clients.  When 
you  become  proud  of  you 
achievements,  yoiu  clients 
and  associates  will  not 
feel  comfortable  with  you 
and  might  prefer  to  stay 
away  and  this  will  greatly 
restrict  your  business 
potential  in  the  future. 
This  might  also  become  a 


hindrance  to  the  success 
of  your  business.  Where 
your  business  involves 
business  partners,  your 
relationships  might  be 
quite  sensitive  this  year 
as  there  might  be  dis¬ 
putes  over  the  workload 
arrangements  and  profit 
sharing.  Thus,  you  might 
want  to  handle  this  with 
care  as  failure  to  handle 
this  in  a  proper  manner, 
might  result  in  the  part¬ 
nership  falling  apart. 

Wealth 

You  will  have  the 
potential  of  being  able 
to  make  a  lot  of  wealth. 

It  might  be  through  pay 
increases,  sales  commis¬ 
sions,  successful  deals  or 
from  your  own  business. 
How  much  more  you 
will  reap  will  depend  a 
lot  on  how  well  you  will 
be  able  to  remain  humble 
and  how  much  others  like 
you.  If  you  will  be  able 
to  maintain  a  friendly 
relationship  with  others 
even  after  you  have  an 
improved  position,  this 
will  allow  you  to  maxi¬ 
mize  the  opportunities  of 
having  more  wealth  than 
you  already  have. 

Relationship 

For  those  who  are 
single,  this  will  be  a  good 
time  to  meet  the  love  of 
your  life.  That  might  be 
someone  new  or  someone 
you  will  have  already  5 
known.  Although  there 


will  be  a  high  likelihood 
of  you  meeting  your 
special  person,  you  will 
increase  your  chance  of 
success  by  being  hon¬ 
est  with  your  feelings 
and  avoid  playing  mind 
games  with  others  or  by 
making  things  difficult  as 
it  will  naturally  push  the 
other  person  away  from 
your  life.  For  those  who 
are  already  in  a  relation¬ 
ship,  your  relationship 
will  be  stronger  this  year. 

Health 

Most  of  the  health 
problems  that  you  will  be 
prone  to  have  this  year 
will  be  related  to  more 
common  illnesses  such  as 
colds  and  flu.  Although 
they  might  appear  as  com¬ 
mon  illnesses,  you  will 
not  want  to  put  off  taking 
care  of  your  own  health  as 
it  might  escalate  into  big¬ 
ger  problems  if  neglected. 
In  the  event  that  you  are 
not  feeling  well,  you  will 
want  to  consult  a  doctor 
and  obtain  the  necessary 
medication  and  treatment. 
Your  inrunune  system  will 
also  be  weaker  than  usual 
and  you  might  want  to 
take  care  of  your  health 
by  drinking  enough 
water,  having  adequate 
rest  and  consuming  more 
vegetables  and  fruits. 

People 

There  will  be  not 
much  backstabbing  or  be¬ 
trayals  because  everybody 


will  tend  to  like  you  easily 
this  year.  Your  popular¬ 
ity  will  soar  and  people 
will  be  willing  to  support 
and  assist  you.  Even  if 
you  were  to  upset  them, 
people  might  just  alienate 
you  and  leave  you  alone. 
Although  this  might  be 
so,  it  will  be  best  not  to  of¬ 
fend  others  as  they  might 
get  back  at  you  when  your 
popularity  takes  a  turn  for 
the  worse.  Instead,  you 
might  want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  build  good 
lasting  relationships  with 
others. 

TIGER 

General 

You  will  be  in  a  very 
generous  mood  during 
the  Tiger  year  and  tend  to 
treat  others  often  and  will 
also  lead  a  lavish  lifestyle. 
However,  your  wealth 
luck  will  not  be  exception¬ 
ally  good  to  support  your 
extravagant  lifestyle  and 
you  might  need  to  watch 
your  expenses.  At  work 
or  business,  your  abilities 
and  achievements  will  be 
recognized.  However, 
you  might  be  tasked  to 
make  some  sensitive  and 
difficult  decisions  and 
might  have  to  deal  with 
many  uncooperative 
people.  There  will  also 
be  many  backstabbing 
and  betrayals  and  many 
people  might  tend  to  bad 
mouth  or  even  make  accu¬ 
sations  against  you.  Thus, 
you  might  need  to  be 


careful  to  prevent  others 
from  having  information 
that  they  will  be  able  to 
use  against  you.  How¬ 
ever  you  will  not  need  to 
spend  too  much  effort  in 
explaining  yourself  and 
also  you  will  not  have  to 
do  things  to  please  others. 
Eventually,  you  will  be 
the  only  person  who  is 
responsible  for  yourself 
and  your  own  life.  Rela¬ 
tionship  matters  will  only 
be  average  this  yecU'.  You 
might  also  be  accident- 
prone  or  might  have 
surgeries  or  tooth  extrac¬ 
tions  and  will  need  to  be 
careful  when  in  traffic  and 
also  when  handling  sharp 
items. 

Career 

Your  talents,  efforts 
and  outstanding  achieve¬ 
ments  will  be  well  recog¬ 
nized.  With  such  recogni¬ 
tion,  you  might  be  placed 
in  a  position  to  make 
sensitive  or  tough  deci¬ 
sions.  Even  though  you 
will  be  willing  to  share 
credit  with  others  and 
even  reward  those  who 
have  supported  you  well, 
there  will  still  be  severe 
office  politics.  There  may 
be  people  confronting  you 
outright  or  badmouthing 
you  behind  your  back. 
Although  it  will  be  very 
frustrating  and  you  might 
come  under  a  lot  of  pres¬ 
sure,  you  will  still  need  to 
be  careful  in  the  manner 
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you  respond  towards  oth¬ 
ers.  You  might  also  want  to 
remind  yourself  to  be  true 
to  yourself  and  to  others 
at  all  times.  As  long  as  you 
know  that  you  are  handling 
matters  with  a  clear  con¬ 
science  and  you  believe  it  is 
right,  you  will  be  fine. 

If  you  are  in  business, 
you  vyjill  see  results  from 
your  efforts  and  strate¬ 
gies  and  clients  and  the 
public  will  recognize  your 
achievements.  As  you 
enjoy  greater  fame,  your 
life  will  be  scrutinized  at  an 
uncomfortable  level.  Your 
colleagues  or  business  part¬ 
ners  might  also  have  severe 
disputes  with  you.  They 
might  gossip  behind  your 
back  or  make  accusations 
against  you.  Even  though 
you  are  being  generous 
with  others,  your  generos¬ 
ity  will  not  seem  to  help 
in  reducing  severe  people 
issues  this  year.  As  long  as 
you  follow  your  business 
instincts  and  ethics,  you 
will  not  want  to  get  too 
bothered  about  how  others 
are  going  to  see  you  and 
you  will  want  to  continue 
doing  your  best  and  to 
enjoy  yourself  this  year. 

Wealth 

There  will  be  indica¬ 
tions  of  large  expenses  in 
the  areas  of  socializing  and 
leisure  that  might  be  for 
your  own  enjoyment  or 
even  possibly  for  others. 
You  will  also  tend  to  be 


very  generous  towards 
others  in  terms  of  buy¬ 
ing  others  meals  or  gifts 
and  this  will  accoimt  for 
a  major  portion  of  your 
expanses.  However 
you  will  need  to  remind 
yourself  that  recogni- 
hon  by  others  will  not 
necessarily  translate  to 
greater  wealth  or  more 
sources  of  income.  Your 
wealth  luck  will  not  be 
especially  good  this  year 
and  you  will  easily  end 
up  overspending.  Apart 
from  watching  your 
expenses,  you  might  also 
consider  mapping  out 
a  practical  approach  to 
utilize  your  strengths 
during  this  year  and 
to  use  it  to  create  more 
wealth  to  keep  up  with 
your  lavish  and  extrava¬ 
gant  lifestyle. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single, 
the  chances  of  finding 
someone  special  might 
be  quite  slim  this  year. 
You  will  be  too  busy 
and  stressed  out  with 
other  aspects  of  you 
life  such  as  career  and 
severe  people  issues  that 
you  will  feel  exhausted 
and  might  not  think  too 
much  about  relationship 
matters  at  this  point  in 
time.  As  for  those  who 
are  already  in  a  relation¬ 
ship  you  might  find 
that  you  tend  to  be  bad 
tempered  and  might 
even  quarrel  with  your 
partner.  Thus,  you^will 


want  to  let  your  partner 
know  what  you  are  going 
through,  seek  your  part¬ 
ner's  understanding  and 
try  to  curb  your  temper, 
as  being  in  a  relationship 
will  provide  some  comfort 
during  such  a  trying  time. 

Health 

You  will  be  accident- 
prone  this  year  and  there 
will  be  indications  of  hav¬ 
ing  surgeries  or  sustaining 
cuts.  You  might  want  to 
keep  your  mind  clear  if 
driving  or  when  crossing 
roads.  If  your  job  requires 
you  to  handle  machinery, 
scissors,  knives  or  other 
sharp  instruments,  you 
might  want  to  be  extra 
careful.  If  you  feel  imwell 
or  distracted  easily,  it  will 
be  safer  to  take  a  break  or 
request  to  be  able  to  carry 
it  out  at  another  time  as 
you  might  not  want  to 
end  up  injuring  yourself 
or  others.  There  might 
also  be  the  possibility  of 
having  a  tooth  extracted 
as  well. 

People 

There  will  be  severe 
people  issues  this  year. 
Although  your  generosity 
might  cause  some  people 
to  thmk  twice  before 
treating  you  abruptly  or 
rudely,  it  might  not  be  ad¬ 
equate  to  improve  others 
perceptions  of  you.  There 
might  be  direct  confronta¬ 
tions,  bad  mouthing  by 
others  or  even  accusations 


made  against  you  and  you 
will  need  to  tread  with 
care  in  the  way  you  man¬ 
age  matters.  It  will  not 
help  to  explain  too  much 
as  it  might  cause  deeper 
misunderstandings  and 
provided  you  do  things 
with  a  clear  conscience, 
you  will  not  need  to  get 
too  bothered  about  such 
accusations  made  against 
you.  Accusations  and 
rumors  will  die  off  as  time 
passes.  You  do  not  need 
to  live  for  others  but  need 
to  live  with  the  decisions 
that  you  have  made. 

RABBIT 

General 

Many  people  who  are 
bom  in  the  year  of  the 
rabbit  have  had  a  rough 
ride  during  the  year  of 
the  Ox  but  will  have  good 
news  this  year.  Your 
luck  will  be  improved 
tremendously  compared 
to  last  year  and  you  have 
regained  your  popular¬ 
ity  and  support.  There 
will  also  be  indications  of 
career  advancement  and 
better  wealth  prospects 
this  year.  Although  this 
will  be  so,  you  might 
still  find  yourself  feel¬ 
ing  moody  and  troubled 
and  this  might  or  might 
not  be  due  to  the  linger¬ 
ing  effects  of  2009.  There 
will  also  be  signs  of  you 
indulging  in  vices  that 
will  not  only  impact  your 
relationships,  but  will 


also  affect  your  profes¬ 
sionalism.  You  will  be 
quite  gullible  and  might 
be  perfect  prey  for  those 
who  are  a  bad  influence 
on  you.  Thus,  you  will 
need  to  be  cautious  about 
this  and  understand  that 
you  are  responsible  for 
the  consequences  of  your 
own  actions.  Be  selective 
in  terms  of  whom  you 
interact  with,  places  you 
frequent  and  things  you 
are  exposed  to  and  try  to 
have  positive  thoughts 
and  maintain  a  positive 
lifestyle.  Your  health 
will  be  average  this  year. 
The  challenges  that  ap¬ 
pear  this  year  will  be 
quite  sudden  but  will  be 
manageable.  Hope  that 
you  will  utilize  this  year 
to  catch  up  with  what  you 
have  missed  out  during 
the  previous  year. 

Career 

After  a  bumpy  road 
during  the  year  of  the  Ox, 
your  perseverance  will 
eventually  pay  off.  This 
year  you  will  be  rewarded 
with  career  advancements 
and  you  will  also  get  the 
support  from  others  that 
was  lacking  last  year. 

This  will  be  a  good  year  to 
participate  in  marketing, 
sales,  presentations,  ne¬ 
gotiations,  teamwork  and 
socializing.  Aside  from 
work,  you  will  also  have 
many  opportxmities  to  en¬ 
joy  yourself  even  at  work. 
If  you  earn  from  commis¬ 


sions  or  sales,  you  will  do 
very  well.  Although  you 
might  appear  energetic 
and  vibrant,  there  will  be 
some  matters  bothering 
you  that  might  or  might 
not  be  due  directly  to 
your  work.  However,  it 
will  certainly  affect  the 
way  you  manage  matters 
at  work  and  you  might 
need  to  take  a  step  back  if 
you  feel  that  the  hidden 
frustrations  are  making  it 
difficult  for  you  to  focus. 
There  might  also  be  the 
possibility  of  having  office 
affairs  this  year  and  you 
will  need  to  be  weary  and 
think  twice  about  this  as 
it  will  affect  your  profes¬ 
sionalism  tremendously. 

If  you  are  in  busi¬ 
ness,  there  will  be  greater 
growth  in  business  and 
revenues  this  year  and 
it  will  be  a  good  time  to 
engage  in  sales  and  pub¬ 
licity.  You  will  be  able 
to  clinch  very  good  deals 
and  get  support  from  oth¬ 
ers.  This  will  be  a  huge 
leap  compared  to  the  Ox 
year.  You  will  also  have 
more  relaxing  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  opportunities.  Even 
though  many  things  will 
move  on  smoothly,  you 
might  be  affected  by  some 
unexplained  mood  swings 
and  frustration.  Thus, 
you  will  want  to  avoid  let¬ 
ting  such  behavior  hinder 
your  perception  of  mat¬ 
ters  and  the  optimal  re¬ 
sults  that  you  will  be  able 
to  achieve  from  this  year. 
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You  might  also  be  faced 
with  some  indecent  pro- 
{xtsals  and  will  not  want 
to  fall  into  such  traps  as 
you  might  need  to  spend 
a  lot  of  effort  and  money 
trying  to  get  yourself  out 
of  such  trouble  later. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
improve  tremendously 
compared  with  the  Ox 
year  and  will  be  especially 
so  if  you  were  to  earn 
via  commissions,  sales 
or  projects.  At  the  same 
time,  you  might  tend  to 
spend  more  in  the  areas 
of  socializing  and  enter¬ 
tainment.  Be  careful  of 
sp)ending  on*vices  that 
will  cause  potential  prob¬ 
lems  that  you  will  end 
up  needing  lots  of  money 
and  effort  to  resolve  in 
the  long  run.  Apart  from 
this,  there  will  also  be 
sudden  and  unforeseen 
occurrences  that  require 
the  usage  of  large  sums  of 
money.  Thus,  you  might 
want  to  keep  some  money 
aside  for  such  events.  By 
avoiding  being  caught  in 
the  midst  of  such  troubles 
or  being  blackmailed,  will  - 
give  you  a  greater  chance 
of  earning  and  saving  a 
lot  of  money. 

Relationship 

In  general,  your 
relationship  will  be  stable 
this  year  but  there  will  be 
hidden  dangers.  If  you 
are  single,  it  will  be  easy 


for  you  to  make  friends. 
However,  they  might  not 
end  up  being  the  love  of 
your  life  and  this  should 
not  stop  you  from  making 
more  friends.  But  you 
might  also  need  to  be 
careful  in  making  com¬ 
mitments  too  soon.  You 
might  also  find  yourself 
in  a  position  where  you 
adore  someone  but  the 
person  might  not  feel  the 
same  way  for  you  or  you 
might  not  feel  the  same 
way  for  someone  who  has 
expressed  his  or  her  af¬ 
fection  for  you.  If  you  are 
already  in  relationship, 
this  will  be  a  good  year  to 
spend  more  quality  time 
with  that  special  person. 
At  the  same  time,  you 
might  want  to  restrain 
yourself  from  falling  into 
vices  or  being  seduced 
by  third  parties  as  this 
will  become  a  potential 
problem  that  might  cause 
your  relationship  to  turn 
sour.  However,  this  will 
be  certainly  avoidable 
through  self-discipline. 

Health 

Your  health  in  general 
will  be  average  and  pos¬ 
sible  health  issues  that 
might  2u-ise  will  usually  be 
related  to  indulging  in  too 
much  alcohol  and  night¬ 
life.  Although  it  will  be 
fine  to  be  a  social  drinker, 
everybody's  health  condi¬ 
tion  and  lifestyle  will 
determine  each  person's 
threshold  for  drinking.  If 
you  drink,  do  not  drive 
or  operate  any  machin¬ 


ery.  Having  too  much 
nightlife  will  also  interfere 
with  your  sleeping  pat¬ 
terns  and  this  will  result 
in  weaker  concentration 
and  also  lower  your  im¬ 
mune  system.  2010  will 
be  a  much  better  year 
compared  to  last  year.  As 
such,  you  might  want  to 
reap  the  best  out  of  this  by 
simply  keeping  healthy 
and  maintaining  a  healthy 
lifestyle. 

People 

This  year,  pjeople  in 
general  will  treat  you  well 
and  there  will  not  be  as 
much  backstabbing  and 
betrayals  compared  to 
last  year  thus  regaining 
the  support  of  others.  As 
many  areas  will  improve 
for  you,  you  will  notice 
that  many  people  will 
want  to  be  your  friends 
this  year.  These  might 
even  include  those  who 
had  abandoned  you  last 
year  and  you  might  need 
to  be  wary  of  such  people. 
Apart  from  this,  you  will 
need  to  be  cautious  about 
others  having  a  bad  influ¬ 
ence  on  you.  They  might 
tempt  you  to  make  risky 
moves  or  give  you  wrong 
information.  It  will  be 
best  to  keep  your  mind 
clear,  in  order  to  be  able 
to  differentiate  between 
goodwill  and  hypocrisy. 


DRAGON 


General 

This  will  be  a  great 
year  for  you  to  execute 
your  plans,  especially  in 
the  areas  of  your  career 
and  wealth  and  you  will 
also  be  given  the  neces¬ 
sary  authority  to  do 
so.  While  your  respon¬ 
sibilities  and  job  scope 
increases,  you  nught  also 
have  difficulty  focus¬ 
ing.  You  will  also  not 
want  to  attempt  handling 
everything  on  your  own. 
Having  many  loyal  sup¬ 
porters  will  also  be  very 
beneficial  to  you  during 
this  yeax  as  with  many 
things  to  do  and  little 
time  to  do  so,  you  might 
tend  to  be  more  moody 
and  less  tolerant  than 
usual.  However  you  will 
be  able  to  manage  your 
temper  well.  There  might 
be  a  tendency  to  com¬ 
promise  your  own  health 
and  that  might  result  in 
unstable  health  condi¬ 
tions.  Thus,  you  might 
want  to  delegate  some  of 
your  responsibilities  in 
order  to  have  some  time 
for  yourself  to  rest  and 
keep  healthy.  Although 
your  wealth  luck  will  not 
be  very  good  this  year,  it 
will  still  be  above  aver¬ 
age  and  you  will  even  be 
able  to  save  more  money 
compared  to  last  year. 
Relationship  matters  will 
only  be  average  this  year. 
Your  elders'  might  have 
very  poor  health  and 
safety  this  year  that  might 
even  be  life  threatening. 


As  such  you  might  want 
to  take  special  precautions 
to  reduce  the  jxissibility  of 
such  incidents  occurring. 

Career 

This  year  will  be  a 
great  time  to  manifest 
your  career  dreams  as 
you  will  be  bestowed  the 
power  and  authority  to 
carry  out  bigger  plans. 
With  more  power  and  au¬ 
thority,  will  come  a  wider 
job  scope  and  heavier 
responsibilities.  Thus  you 
might  find  yourself  being 
stretched  where  your 
personal  time  and  health 
is  concerned.  Since  you 
will  have  too  many  things 
on  your  plate,  your  focus 
and  concentration  will 
be  weaker  than  average 
and  you  might  tend  to 
overlook  details  or  forget 
matters.  You  might  also 
want  to  avoid  making 
impulsive  decisions  and 
for  any  important  matters, 
you  should  give  more 
time  to  look  through  the 
details  before  coming  to 
any  decision.  The  loyed 
and  supportive  allies  that 
you  have  formed  over 
time  will  come  in  very 
handy  this  year  as  they 
will  be  able  to  watch  over 
you  and  lighten  your 
workload.  "Delegation" 
will  be  the  key  word  for 
you.  As  there  will  be  a 
greater  tendency  to  have 
inadequate  rest  resulting 
in  weaker  health,  your  tol¬ 
erance  level  will  be  lower 


than  usual.  You  will  need 
to  watch  your  temper  and 
keep  your  health  at  an 
optimal  level  in  order  to 
utilize  your  good  career 
opportunities. 

If  you  are  in  business, 
this  will  be  good  year 
to  consider  expanding. 
Expansion  of  business 
will  not  imply  that  you 
rush  into  increasing  your 
headcount  or  expanding 
the  size  of  your  premises. 
Instead  you  nught  want 
to  look  at  the  fimdamen- 
tals  of  your  business  and 
consider  expanding  your 
business  taking  a  practi¬ 
cal  and  realistic  approach 
where  your  success  rate 
will  be  higher  than  in 
previous  years.  When 
you  are  launching  such 
expansion  plans,  there 
will  be  many  matters  that 
you  will  need  to  attend 
to  from  legal,  financial 
to  operational  matters. 
Due  to  having  too  many 
matters  to  attend  to  you 
might  overlook  or  forget 
things.  Thus,  it  will  be 
best  to  have  someone  that 
you  can  trust  to  help  you 
during  this  crucial  period. 
Not  only  will  the  person 
be  able  to  double  check  on 
matters,  they  will  also  be 
able  share  the  workload 
with  you.  It  will  not  be 
realistic  to  try  to  do  ev¬ 
erything  by  yourself  even 
though  you  might  not 
want  to  trust  others  com¬ 
pletely,  you  will  certainly 
need  some  help.  As  you 
will  also  be  more  grumpy 
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than  usual  this  year,  you 
might  not  want  to  let  this 
affect  your  judgment  and 
your  relationship  with 
people  who  will  be  able  to 
support  you. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  above  average  this 
year.  Although  there  will 
be  signs  of  your  career 
advancement,  this  might 
not  necessarily  translate 
into  better  remuneration 
and  you  might  want  to 
negotiate  for  it.  Even  if 
your  requests  might  not 
be  granted  immediately, 
your  superiors  will  look 
into  your  increment  at  the 
appropriate  time.  Your 
side  wealth  luck  will  be 
average.  If  you  are  in 
business  or  earning  via 
sales  and  commissions, 
you  might  need  to  invest 
in  expanding  your  busi¬ 


ness  though  the  returns 
might  not  be  immediate. 
This  will  be  a  year  to 
sow  your  seeds  in  order 
to  reap  the  fruits  of  your 
labor  later. 

Relationship 

Your  relationship  mat¬ 
ters  will  remain  stable  and 
quiet  this  year  as  your  fo¬ 
cus  will  be  on  your  career, 
wealth  and  health  as  those 
areas  will  require  more  of 
your  time  and  effort.  If 
you  are  single,  there  will 
be  a  high  likelihood  of 
being  so  preoccupied  that 
you  will  not  notice  people 
being  interested  in  you.  If 
you  are  in  a  relationship, 
you  might  respond  in  an 
indifferent  manner.  Even 
if  there  cire  some  relation¬ 
ship  issues  that  annoy 
you,  it  will  be  best  to 
express  your  unhappiness 
in  a  very  subtle  manner. 
You  might  also  prefer  not 
to  rock  your  relationship 


during  this  period. 

Health 

You  will  be  prone  to 
falling  ill  and  most  of  the 
health  problems  will  be 
due  to  inadequate  rest, 
irregular  meals,  and  a 
poor  immune  system. 
Though  time  will  be  very 
precious,  you  will  not 
want  to  abuse  your  body 
by  allowing  time  for  rest 
and  having  regular  meals. 
No  matter  how  busy  you 
might  be,  do  not  compro¬ 
mise  your  health  as  good 
health  will  be  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  your  success.  In 
order  for  you  to  nm  the 
extra  mile,  you  will  need 
to  have  good  health. 

Apart  from  your  own 
health,  you  might  want 
to  keep  an  eye  on  your 
elder's  health  and  safety 
as  there  might  be  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  life  threatening 
incidents. 


People 

People  will  be  wary 
about  you  and  will  think 
twice  about  backstabbing 
or  betraying  you  because 
you  will  be  gaining  more 
authority  in  career/ busi¬ 
ness  and  will  have  a  lot  of 
say  in  terms  of  deciding 
the  career  advancement 
of  others.  Even  though 
this  might  be  so,  it  will 
not  mean  that  there  will 
not  be  daredevils  trying  to 
challenge  you.  You  will 
continue  to  be  vulner¬ 
able  in  that  you  will  have 
too  many  things  on  your 
plate  and  might  tend  to 
overlook  details  or  forget 
matters  that  might  open 
you  up  to  attacks.  Thus, 
you  will  still  need  loyal 
friends  or  subordinates  to 
watch  over  you  and  light¬ 
en  your  workload  during 
this  time.  However,  you 
will  need  to  be  careful  in 
identifying  these  people 
who  will  support  you. 


SNAKE 

General 

This  year,  the  great¬ 
est  challenge  that  you 
will  encoxmter  will  be  the 
internal  turmoil  that  you 
will  be  going  through. 
You  will  tend  to  be  more 
pessimistic  than  usual 
and  will  procrastinate  and 
be  nonchalant  and  this 
will  be  reflected  in  your 
approach  to  matters  and 
this  might  cause  you  to 
lose  opportunities  in  areas 
of  your  career,  wealth  and 
relationships.  You  might 
even  feel  trapped  and  be 
emotionally  and  mentally 
tired  and  your  behavior 
will  be  contagious  and 
might  repel  some  people 
away  from  you.  TTrere 
will  also  be  severe  people 
issues  such  as  backstab¬ 
bing,  betrayals  and  accu¬ 
sations.  Thus,  you  might 
want  to  work  on  improv¬ 
ing  your  inner  world  and 
to  have  a  lighter  schedule 
to  reduce  any  possible  ad¬ 
ditional  stress  and  might 
also  focus  on  controlling 
your  own  mind  and  heart, 
rather  than  allowing 
chaos  into  your  life.  Do 
things  that  you  will  enjoy 
and  interact  with  people 
who  will  encourage  you. 
You  might  also  not  want 
to  make  impulsive  deci¬ 
sions  this  year.  Those  who 
are  bom  in  the  year  of  the 
snake  and  are  females  will 
do  better  than  males.  If 
you  are  male  and  bom 
in  the  year  of  snake,  you 
might  want  to  collaborate 
with  females  to  help  im¬ 
prove  your  success  rate. 

Career 

Though  you  might 
be  able  to  sail  smoothly 
through  this  year,  you 
will  face  challenges  in 
controlling  your  moods 
and  emotions.  There  will 
be  signs  of  fatigue  and 
lack  of  energy  at  work 
and  you  will  be  quite 
distracted  and  pessimistic 
at  how  things  might  be 
going.  You  will  be  pas¬ 
sive  and  respond  slower 
then  usual.  Self  doubt  in 
your  own  abilities  and 
questions  pertaining  to 
your  situation  will  surface 
and  linger  in  your  mind 
that  will  give  you  the 
impression  of  being  in  a 
dilemma.  Your  colleagues 
might  alienate  you  or  not 
treat  you  sincerely  as  you 
might  hope  for  as  they 
might  be  able  to  sense 
your  pessimism.  Some 
might  even  feel  that  you  < . 
are  just  lazy  or  indulging 
in  self-pity.  Thus,  you 
will  want  to  stay  focused 
on  what  you  have  in 
hand.  It  will  be  important 
for  you  to  keep  positive 
and  have  a  clear  mind. 
Females  who  are  bom  in 
the  year  of  the  snake  will 
perform  better  than  their 
male  counterparts. 

If  you  are  in  business, 
progress  might  be  slower 
than  you  might  expect. 

You  might  feel  the  lack 
of  drive  this  year  as  your 


mind  seems  to  be  clouded 
with  a  lot  of  questions 
and  uncertainties  and  you 
feel  unsure  of  what  to 
do.  When  strategies  are 
proposed,  you  might  drag 
your  feet  to  carry  them 
out  and  in  turn  cause 
opportunities  to  be  shut. 
There  will  also  be  a  high 
likelihood  that  you  might 
forget  to  follow  up  on 
matters  and  be  irresponsi¬ 
ble  in  the  way  you  handle 
matters  that  might  cost 
you  losing  your  clients 
and  potential  clients. 

Your  business  associates 
and  subordinates  might 
find  it  more  difficult  to 
support  you  as  you  will 
be  more  temperamental 
than  usual.  If  you  are 
able  to  stay  focused  on  the 
positive  areas  of  your  life 
and  exercise  the  power 
of  The  Present,  you  will 
be  able  to  enjoy  the  peace 
and  solitude  of  this  year. 

Wealth  < 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  below  average  and 
as  such  you  might  also 
want  to  consider  taking  a 
conservative  approach  to 
wealth  management  this 
year.  If  you  are  earning  a 
stable  income,  you  will  be 
able  to  save  some  money. 
Though  there  will  be 
some  expenses  incurred 
in  helping  you  to  remain 
positive  and  relaxed,  you 
will  still  be  able  to  save. 

If  you  are  earning  via 
commissions  and  sales, 
you  will  have  a  more 
difficult  time  than  usual. 
However,  if  you  will  be 
able  to  maintain  clarity  of 
mind  towards  your  goals 
and  having  a  positive 
drive,  you  will  be  able  to 
ke^p  yourself  afloat.  You 
might  want  to  consider 
avoiding  any  gambling 
activities  and  adopting  a 
cofiservative  approach  for 
all  types  of  investments. 

s 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single, 
you  will  find  that  there 
might  be  some  confusion 
in  the  area  of  relation¬ 
ships.  You  might  fall  in 
love  with  someone  who 
is  not  available  or  will  not 
reciprocate  your  feelings 
and  might  also  attract 
people  whom  you  will 
not  really  like  to  be  with. 
This  might  put  you  in 
an  impossible  situation 
and  result  in  you  be¬ 
ing  confused  and  might 
drain  your  energy  and 
affect  your  performance 
at  work.  Instead  you 
might  want  to  focus  on 
the  realistic  possibility  of 
progress  in  your  relation¬ 
ship  rather  than  dwelling 
too  much  on  unrealistic 
expectations.  If  you  are 
in  a  relationship,  you  will 
appear  to  be  moody  and 
even  indifferent  to  your 
partner  and  nrught  even 
feel  that  your  relationship 
is  restricting  your  devel¬ 
opment  and  your  growth. 
Regardless  of  whether 
you  are  in  a  relationship 
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or  not,  you  might  want  to 
avoid  confusing  fantasy 
with  reality  and  will  not 
want  to  rush  into  making 
any  decisions  that  you 
might  regret  later. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be 
average  in  general  and 
the  health  conditions  that 
you  will  be  prone  to  suffer 
from  will  be  nerve  related 
ones  such  as  stiffness  in 
the  neck  and  shoulders, 
migraines  as  well  as  spi¬ 
nal  problems.  You  might 
also  have  a  poor  appetite. 
It  will  be  good  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  activities  that  will 
allow  you  to  relax  your 
mind  and  boost  your  posi¬ 
tive  thinking.  Thus  you 
might  consider  going  for 
massages  or  some  other 
activities  that  will  allow 
you  to  relax  your  muscles. 

People 

The  people  issues 
this  year  nnight  be  severe 
and  there  will  be  many 
betrayals  and  backstab- 
bing.  Even  though  people 
might  treat  you  well  in 
your  presence,  they  might 
be  doing  the  opposite  be¬ 
hind  your  back.  Thus,  be 
Ccueful  of  others  trying  to 
set  you  up  or  get  you  into 
trouble  or  simply  place 
you  in  a  bad  light.  Though 
you  might  be  able  to  sense 
such  actions  and  might 
try  to  defend  yourself, 
you  might  end  up  alienat¬ 
ing  yourself  from  others. 


As  you  struggle  with  your 
inner  demons,  the  outside 
world  will  not  be  of  any 
help.  However,  it  will  be 
best  not  to  reveal  your 
struggles  as  any  signs  of 
weakness  might  make 
you  easy  prey  to  others. 
However,  avoid  alienat¬ 
ing  yourself  from  people 
when  it  pertains  to  work 
related  matters.  Maintain¬ 
ing  a  comfortable  distance 
so  that  others  will  not  be 
able  to  tell  your  thoughts 
but  allow  you  to  still  be 
able  to  know  what  is 
going  on  arotmd  you.  If 
you  are  able  to  strike  a 
balance,  you  will  be  able 
avoid  a  lot  of  people  is¬ 
sues  this  year. 

HORSE 

General 

The  year  of  the  Tiger 
will  be  a  fantastic  year 
for  you  in  terms  of  your 
career  and  wealth.  This 
will  be  a  good  time  to  atm 
high  and  reap  the  best 
from  this  year.  It  will  be 
much  better  than  the  pre¬ 
vious  year  and  you  will  be 
likely  to  secure  many  op¬ 
portunities  and  gain  good 
fortune.  However,  your 
good  fortvme  will  come 
hand  in  hand  with  severe 
people  issues.  There  will 
be  more  people  who  will 
want  to  create  problems 
for  you  and  hinder  your 
growth.  Be  wary  of  such 
people  and  you  might 
want  to  exercise  caution  in 
order  not  to  fall  into  their 
traps.  You  might  want  to 


keep  documents  securely 
cmd  not  make  impulsive 
decisions.  There  might 
also  be  signs  of  unfore¬ 
seen  legal  problems  and 
you  might  want  to  avoid 
overlooking  administra¬ 
tive  or  contractual  matters 
as  they  might  have  severe 
legal  implications.  If  there 
are  a  lot  of  terms  and 
conditions  attached  to  any 
matter,  you  might  want  to 
give  yourself  more  time 
to  consider  rather  than 
jumping  into  a  decision 
as  your  concentration  will 
be  weaker  than  aver¬ 
age.  You  might  want  to 
stay  focused.  Further 
more,  your  health  will  be 
slightly  below  average 
and  your  relationship  will 
be  average.  Hope  that 
you  will  fully  utilize  this 
year  and  make  the  best 
out  of  it. 

Career 

.n 

This  will  be  a  very 
good  year  where  your  ca¬ 
reer  is  concerned  as  there 
will  be  indications  of 
promotions  and  salary  in¬ 
creases  and  you  will  likely 
secure  good  offers  and 
deals.  Although  this  will  ' 
be  a  very  promising  year, 
you  might  not  want  to  get 
too  carried  away  as  there 
will  be  severe  people 
issues  and  even  the  pos¬ 
sibility  of  legal  problems. 
Some  people  nught  even 
make  things  up  just  to  put 
you  in  a  difficult  posi¬ 
tion.  Your  concentration-' 
might  be  weaker  than  jf* 
usual  and  you  might  tend 


to  overlook  details  and 
forget  things  and  others 
might  cdso  be  ready  to 
pounce  on  you  for  any 
wrong  moves  you  might 
make.  Unexpected  legcil 
issues  might  cuise  due  to 
you  overlooking  details, 
having  disagreements 
with  others  or  even  other 
recisons  that  are  beyond 
comprehension.  If  there 
are  people  trying  to  lure 
you  into  taking  high  risks 
for  short  term  gams,  you 
will  want  to  pass  on  it  as 
this  year  will  be  so  good 
that  will  not  need  to  take 
such  risks  for  better  pros¬ 
pects.  You  will  also  want 
to  be  humble  and  positive. 
Stay  alert  and  keep  out  of 
trouble  and  you  will  be 
able  to  take  your  career  to 
the  next  level. 

If  you  are  in  business, 
you  will  do  very  well. 

In  addition  to  clinching 
good  business  deals,  you 
will  also  make  a  large 
fortune  from  it.  However, 
the  price  that  will  come 
with  such  success  will 
be  the  danger  of  attract¬ 
ing  people  who  might 
want  to  bring  you  down. 
They  might  accuse  you  or 
make  things  up  in  order 
to  make  you  look  bad. 
Thus,  you  will  want  to 
stay  humble  with  your 
outstanding  achievements 
while  maintaining  a  look¬ 
out  for  such  people.  As 
your  focus  will  be  weaker 
than  usual,  you  might 
overlook  matters  and 
you  should  not  deal  with 
administrative  or  contrac¬ 
tual  matters  in  a  slipshod 


manner  as  it  might  lead 
to  legal  implications 
that  might  dcimpen  your 
success.  Thus,  it  will  be 
best  not  to  take  any  risks 
in  matters  that  might 
infringe  the  law.  Though 
you  are  a  lively  and  trust¬ 
ing  pjerson  in  genenil,  you 
will  need  to  be  shrewd 
this  year.  Enjoy  and  get 
ready  to  reap  the  most  out 
of  this  good  year. 

Wealth 

There  will  be  many 
opportunities  of  wealth 
for  you  everywhere  this 
year.  Both  your  main  and 
side  wealth  will  be  strong. 
Though  you  will  have  this 
great  advantage  over  oth¬ 
ers,  it  will  not  mean  that 
wealth  will  naturally  fall 
into  your  lap  without  you 
having  to  do  anything  as 
you  will  still  need  to  work 
hard  at  securing  such 
wealth.  However,  you 
will  not  want  to  put  your¬ 
self  at  risk  by  participat¬ 
ing  heavily  in  gambling 
activities.  There  will  be 
two, vital  aspects  that  will 
determine  how  much  you 
can  get  from  this  year. 
These  will  be  how  well 
you  will  be  able  to  avoid 
costly  legal  problems  and 
protect  yourself  from 
people  who  might  want  to 
limit  your  eeimings  poten¬ 
tial  or  even  get  you  into 
trouble.  Remember  that 
while  you  will  be  trying 
to  reach  for  the  sky,  keep 
your  feet  on  the  ground. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  the 


chances  of  getting  into 
a  relationship  will  be 
quite  slim  this  year.  You 
might  not  want  to  put  too 
much  focus  on  looking 
for  a  partner  actively 
and  prefer  to  take  it  as  it 
comes  naturally.  If  you 
are  already  in  a  relation¬ 
ship,  your  relationship 
will  be  average  this  year. 

It  will  be  peaceful  as  you 
will  be  busy  with  your  ca¬ 
reer.  However,  a  potential 
problem  will  be  that  you 
might  be  so  busy  that  you 
might  neglect  your  part¬ 
ner  cmd  this  might  create 
a  distance  between  you 
and  your  partner.  Thus, 
you  will  want  to  strike 
a  balance  between  your 
work  and  life.  If  you  are 
unable  to,  you  will  want 
to  communicate  with  your 
partner  that  you  are  just 
going  through  a  phcise. 
During  this  year,  the  sup¬ 
port  that  you  will  be  able 
to  get  from  your  partner 
and  family  will  be  very 
important. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be 
slightly  below  average. 
Though  you  might  be 
accident  prone,  it  will  be 
avoidable.  You  might  also 
want  to  have  adequate 
rest  to  improve  your 
concentration  as  well  as 
your  immune  system  and 
will  want  to  keep  your 
mind  clear  when  driving 
or  of>erating  machinery 
and  also  abide  by  traffic 
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regulations  for  your  own 
safety.  You  will  also  want 
to  have  a  balanced  diet, 
regular  exercises  and  a 
positive  mindset  as  this 
will  help  you  from  falling 
ill  as  often,  but  will  also 
improve  your  concentra¬ 
tion  that  will  be  lacking 
this  year. 

People 

People  issues  will  be 
quite  severe  this  year  emd 
you  will  find  that  there 
will  be  more  people  trying 
to  create  trouble  for  you 
by  making  things  more 
difficult  and  even  making 
unfounded  accusations 
against  you.  Thus,  you 
will  want  to  be  care¬ 
ful  and  avoid  sharing 
confidential  and  sensitive 
information  with  oth¬ 
ers,  especially  to  those 
who  might  even  have  a 
conflict  of  interest  with 
you  as  they  might  use  it 
against  you  or  even  at¬ 
tempt  to  jeopardize  your 
opportunities.  You  will 
want  to  keep  docmnents 
to  protect  yourself  in  the 
event  others-might  twist 
your  words,  put  words 
in  your  mouth  or  even  go 
back  on  their  own  words. 
There  will  be  people  who 
might  attempt  to  mislead 
you  into  making  decisions 
and  you  will  be  easy  prey 
because  your  concentra¬ 
tion  will  be  weaker  this 
year  and  you  will  want  to 
avoid  being  slipshod  or 


make  impulsive  decisions. 
You  might  also  wmt  to  be 
shrewd  this  yetu-.  Al¬ 
though  people  issues  will 
be  severe,  you  will  want 
to  stay  cordial  in  order  to 
know  what  is  going  on 
aroxmd  you  while  keeping 
a  safe  enough  distance  to 
protect  yourself. 

GOAT 

General 

The  year  of  the  Tiger 
will  be  an  enjoyable  year 
for  you.  You  will  get 
adequate  support  and 
help  from  people  at  the 
appropriate  time  and  this 
will  not  only  reduce  your 
worries  and  lighten  your 
load  but  increase  your 
confidence  as  well  and 
help  to  smooth  out  the 
many  bumps  along  the 
way.  The  feeling  of  accep¬ 
tance  and  being  appreci¬ 
ated  will  be  a  great  energy 
booster  and  you  will  seem 
to  have  the  persona  that 
will  simply  attract  nice 
people  to  you.  You  will 
also  attain  job  satisfac¬ 
tion  and  enjoy  yourself 
at  work.  There  will  also 
be  good  news  in  the  area 
of  relationships.  If  you 
are  single,  you  might  find 
someone  special  this  year. 
If  you  are  married,  you 
might  welcome  a  new 
member  into  your  family. 
Although  you  will  have 
exceedingly  good  luck  in 
many  aspects  of  your  life, 
there  will  be  two  main 
areas  that  will  need  your 


attention.  You  will  want 
to  watch  your  expenses, 
as  you  might  tend  to 
overspend.  If  not  careful, 
not  only  will  you  have 
difficulty  to  retain  your 
earnings,  you  might  even 
fall  into  debt.  Another 
area  will  be  that  your 
health  wiU  be  more  im- 
stable  than  usual  and  you 
will  be  prone  to  falling  ill. 
In  order  not  to  let  poor 
health  get  in  the  way  of 
such  a  good  year,  you  will 
want  to  work  on  main¬ 
taining  good  health. 

Career 

Although  this  year 
will  not  exactly  be  a 
smooth  sailing  one,  you 
will  feel  that  it  will  not  be 
too  bad  after  all  mainly 
because  the  challenges 
that  arise  will  usually  be 
manageable.  In  addition 
to  this,  people  will  also 
be  willing  to  help  and 
support  you  adequately. 
The  strong  backing  you 
will  receive  from  others 
will  make  you  feel  that 
you  are  welcomed  and 
appreciated  and  this  will 
give  you  greater  confi¬ 
dence  and  wiU  increase 
your  enjoyment  at  work. 
This  will  be  a  good  year  to 
participate  in  teamwork, 
sales,  marketing,  projects 
and  conducting  more  pre¬ 
sentations  as  you  will  be 
able  to  negotiate  weU  and 
very  convincingly.  It  will 
seem  that  you  will  be  able 
to  emit  a  type  of  glow  that 
will  attract  people  to  you 


and  they  will  find  you  ap¬ 
proachable  and  want  to  be 
part  of  your  life.  You  will 
notice  that  either  you  will 
get  more  things  accom¬ 
plished  during  this  period 
of  time  or  you  will  enjoy 
more  job  sahsfaction  and 
wiU  want  to  maximize 
this  to  your  advantage 
and  enjoy  it. 

If  you  are  in  business, 
you  might  experience  the 
usual  business  concerns. 
However,  the  btuden 
wUl  be  lighter  this  year  as 
you  will  be  blessed  with 
good  support  from  many 
people  that  might  include 
your  clients,  authority  fig- 
lues,  other  related  person¬ 
nel  or  even  your  family 
and  friends.  In  general, 
people  wiU  be  wUling  to 
give  you  more  leeway  and 
wiU  do  their  best  to  co¬ 
operate  with  you.  Thus, 
this  will  be  a  good  time 
to  focus  on  building  your 
client  base  and  strength¬ 
ening  your  rapport  with 
them  and  will  be  definite¬ 
ly  a  good  year  to  increase 
your  market  share.  While 
you  are  increasing  your 
market  share,  you  might 
want  to  look  into  how 
you  accoimt  for  your 
expenses  as  one  potential 
danger  that  might  arise 
is  that  you  might  get  too 
carried  away  and  tend  to 
overspend,  depleting  your 
savings.  Thus,  you  might 
want  to  look  into  how 
you  can  make  good  use  of 
your  savings  and  reinvest 
them.  j 


Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck 
will  be  average  this  year. 
However,  there  will  be 
indications  of  making 
large  impulsive  expenses 
and  most  of  the  spend¬ 
ing  will  be  on  socializing, 
enjoyment,  decoration, 
purchasing  of  ornaments 
or  on  things  that  are 
related  with  beauty.  Your 
expenses  will  be  much 
higher  than  your  income 
and  this  might  cause  you 
to  be  unable  to  save  but 
deplete  your  savings  as 
well.  Thus,  you  might 
want  to  watch  your 
expenses  carefully.  Al¬ 
though  your  general  luck 
will  ^  good  this  year,  you 
might  still  want  to  keep 
some  money  for  rainy 
days.  However,  do  not 
get  too  carried  away  with 
enjoyment  this  year  till 
you  forget  your  long-term 
plans  and  avoid  letting 
money  slip  through  yoiu 
fingers.  You  will  wemt 
to  achieve  some  balance 
between  yotu  savings  and 
expenses. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  there 
will  be  a  high  possibility 
that  you  will  find  love  this 
year.  You  might  want  to 
expand  your  social  circle 
to  increase  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  meeting  the  special 
person  who  might  be 
someone  whom  you  will 
meet  for  the  first  time  this 
year  or  might  be  someone 


whom  you  have  met  long 
time  ago  but  will  only 
begin  to  have  chemistry 
with  this  year.  If  you  are 
with  someone  already, 
you  might  get  married 
this  year  and  will  be  busy 
getting  prepared  for  that 
special  day.  If  you  are  al¬ 
ready  married,  you  might 
receive  good  news  of 
welcoming  a  new  member 
into  your  family.  You  will 
enjoy  having  a  relation¬ 
ship  this  year  as  it  will  be 
full  of  pleasant  surprises. 

Health 

Yoru  health  will  be 
unstable  this  year  and  you 
will  be  prone  to  falling  ill. 
In  addition  to  a  poorer  im¬ 
mune  system,  you  might 
tend  to  have  digestive 
problems,  gastric,  stom¬ 
ach  flu  or  related  illnesses. 
As  such  you  will  want  to 
watch  your  diet  and  have 
regular  meals.  This  will 
be  a  good  year  for  you  in 
many  aspects  of  your  life 
and  you  will  be  able  to 
enjoy  yourself  on  many 
occasions.  Thus,  you 
might  not  want  to  deprive 
yourself  of  such  happy  oc¬ 
casions  due  to  your  weak 
health.  Stay  healthy  and 
you  will  have  a  good  time 
this  year. 

People 

Although  you  might 
cross  paths  with  some  dif¬ 
ficult  people,  the  situation 
will  not  be  severe  as  the 
good  news  will  be  that 
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you  will  not  lack  support 
and  assistance.  When 
you  are  faced  with  issues, 
you  might  not  want  to 
dwell  too  much  on  them 
and  avoid  getting  too  ef¬ 
fected  by  non<ooperative 
people.  You  might  not 
be  able  to  change  them 
but  you  can  work  around 
them.  Keep  a  positive 
mindset  and  ask  for  help. 
You  will  not  be  alone  and 
certainly  will  not  need  to 
suffer  in  silence  as  there 
will  be  many  who  will  be 
able  to  help  you  and  will 
also  be  willing  to  do  so. 
Count  your  blessings  and 
enjoy  being  loved  by  your 
family  and  friends. 

MONKEY 

General 

Embrace  the  year  of 
the  Tiger  as  there  will  be 
indications  of  movement 
that  might  refer  to  moving 
homes,  frequent  travels 
or  simply  being  busy  run¬ 
ning  errands.  While  you 
adhere  to  a  tight  schedule, 
there  will  be  a  great  deal 
of  instability  during  this 
year.  There  will  also  be 
many  unforeseen  circum¬ 
stances  that  might  strike 
quickly  and  suddenly 
that  will  also  apply  to 
your  career,  wealth  and 
relationship  matters.  You 
might  feel  that  you  are 
being  put  to  a  test  both 
physically  and  emotion¬ 
ally.  You  will  tend  to  fall 
ill  often  and  there  will  be 
signs  of  being  accident- 
prone  as  well.  People 
might  let  you  down  or  pull 
the  plug  on  you  at  the  last 
hour.  Thus,  you  might  not 
want  to  rely  too  much  on 
others  as  though  it  might 
sound  quite  bad,  it  will 
not  entirely  be  a  very  bad 
year.  You  will  be  blessed 
with  a  lucky  star  that 
will  be  able  to  neutralize 
disastrous  situations  and 
help  you  survive  the  trials 
put  to  you.  Your  wealth 
luck  will  be  very  good  this 
year.  However,  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  large  and  sudden 
expenses  will  be  equally 
strong  and  you  will  need 
to  exercise  caution  when 
utilizing  your  good  wealth 
to  prevent  losing  it.  Hold 
on  tight  and  get  ready  for 
a  roller  coaster  ride. 

Career 

This  will  be  such  a 
busy  and  hectic  year  that 
you  might  often  hope 
that  there  were  more  of 
you  to  do  the  job.  If  your 
job  requires  you  to  make 
business  trips,  you  will  be 
required  to  travel  more 
often  than  usual.  While 
your  job  will  already  be 
ver\’  demanding,  new 
challenges  will  also  strike 
quickly  and  suddenly. 
Thus,  you  might  want  to 
make  contingency  plans 
and  arrange  for  more 
resources.  You  might  also 
be  unaware  of  betrayals 
and  gossips  about  yourself 
because  you  will  be  too 


busy  noticing.  People 
might  tend  to  let  you 
down  at  a  critical  mo¬ 
ment.  Thus  you  might 
not  want  to  rely  on  others 
to  gather  vital  and  sensi¬ 
tive  information  for  you 
as  it  might  be  better  to  do 
it  yourself.  Your  dedica¬ 
tion  to  your  work  might 
bring  some  rewards  to 
you.  However,  this  might 
not  necessarily  be  in  the 
form  of  salary  increases. 

If  you  earn  through  com¬ 
missions,  you  will  be  able 
to  do  better  than  having 
a  fixed  salary.  However, 
you  might  want  to  check 
that  the  sales  that  you 
bring  in  are  accounted  for 
and  follow  up  with  your 
clients  to  secure  more 
sales. 

If  you  are  in  busi¬ 
ness,  you  might  find  that 
this  year  will  be  full  of 
activities  and  your  sales 
will  be  good.  However, 
you  might  need  to  track 
whether  your  activities 
are  profitable.  If  you  are 
careful  in  controlling  your 
expenses,  you  will  be  able 
to  enjoy  high  revenue. 
Although  your  business 
will  be  good,  you  wdl 
not  want  to  expand  your 
business  as  there  might 
be  many  sudden  and 
unexpected  problems  that 
might  arise.  Instead  of 
getting  carried  away,  it 
will  be  advisable  to  take 
a  conservative  approach 
and  focus  on  stabilizing 
your  business  in  order 
to  increase  your  rate  of 
success  as  well  as  yoxir 
returns  on  investments. 
You  will  not  be  able  to 
rely  too  much  on  others 
this  year  and  if  you  need 
to  gather  sensitive  infor¬ 
mation  or  need  to  secure 
important  deals,  it  will 
be  better  for  you  to  do  it 
yourself.  Even  if  others 
might  promise  to  help 
you  or  provide  you  with 
certain  deals,  you  will 
not  want  to  put  too  much 
hope  on  them  and  it  will 
be  better  not  to  depend  on 
any  specific  individuals. 

Wealth 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  good  this  year.  Apart 
from  having  better  wealth 
luck,  you  might  also  be 
rewarded  in  other  ways 
with  trophies,  awards, 
vouchers  or  other  means. 
Although  this  will  be 
a  good  year  to  attain 
wealth,  it  will  not  be  easy 
to  retain  it  because  there 
will  be  signs  of  large 
expenses.  This  might  be 
due  to  overspending  dur¬ 
ing  your  travels,  moving 
homes,  renovations  or 
even  making  many  impul¬ 
sive  purchases.  Thus,  you 
will  need  to  watch  your 
expenses  and  live  within 
your  means.  Another 
potential  area  that  might 
cost  you  a  lot  will  be 
medical  expenses.  To 
reduce  such  a  possibility, 
you  might  want  to  take 
good  care  of  your  health 
and  safety. 

Relationship 


If  you  are  single, 
the  chances  of  meeting 
someone  special  will  be 
slim.  This  is  mainly  be¬ 
cause  you  will  be  always 
traveling  or  in  the  midst 
of  something.  As  such, 
you  will  tend  to  overlook 
those  who  might  have 
an  interest  in  you  un¬ 
less  they  will  be  able  to 
express  their  feelings  in  a 
clear  and  strong  manner 
to  capture  your  attention. 
Thus,  you  might  want  to 
slow  your  pace  in  order 
to  give  your  admirers 
some  opportunities  to 
show  their  interest.  For 
those  who  are  already 
in  a  relationship  might 
find  that  having  a  long 
distance  relationship  or  a 
tight  schedule  will  cause 
much  toil  in  the  relation¬ 
ship.  If  this  will  be  a 
temporary  arrangement 
at  work,  you  might  want 
to  have  a  good  talk  with 
your  partner  to  obtain 
their  understanding  and 
patience.  If  it  will  not  be 
temporary,  you  might 
want  to  seek  alternative 
arrangements  in  order  to 
bring  balance  to  your  life 
instead  of  straining  your 
personal  life  as  the  harm 
caused  might  be  irrevers¬ 
ible. 

Health 

Your  health  will 
be  unstable  this  year. 
However,  you  might  not 
need  to  be  overly  con¬ 
cerned  about  this.  It  will 
definitely  help  if  you  take 
care  of  your  diet,  stress 
levels  and  have  regular 
exercises.  However,  the 
concern  is  that  there  will 
be  indications  of  being 
accident-prone  or  hav¬ 
ing  any  incidents  relating 
to  blood  loss  that  might 
include  cuts,  surgeries, 
blood  transfusions,  tooth 
extractions  etc.  Thus,  you 
will  want  to  stay  focused 
when  you  drive,  oper¬ 
ate  machinery  or  when 
crossing  the  road  and  be 
careful  if  you  need  to  use 
sharp  items  like  scissors 
or  knives.  Paying  extra 
care  to  your  safety  will 
reduce  or  even  eliminate 
the  chances  of  accidents 
happening.  As  you  will 
be  blessed  with  a  lucky 
star,  the  accidents  might 
be  frightening  but  will  not 
be  life  threatening. 

People 

You  will  not  pay  too 
much  attention  to  what 
is  going  on  around  you 
this  year  because  you 
will  be  too  busy  trying  to 
finish  your  tasks  at  hand. 
However,  this  will  not 
imply  that  you  will  get 
away  unscathed.  Many 
people  might  pay  lip  ser¬ 
vice  to  you  but  will  pull 
out  when  you  really  need 
them  and  this  might  not 
give  you  ample  time  to 
execute  any  contingency 
plans.  Hence,  it  will  be 
best  not  to  rely  on  others 
to  obtain  sensitive  or 
confidential  information 


for  you  this  year  emd  you 
might  also  want  to  have 
more  than  a  single  source 
of  help.  People  might  also 
badmouth  you  as  you  will 
be  preoccupied  with  other 
matters.  Thus  you  might 
want  to  take  measures  to 
protect  yourself  from  such 
unfounded  accusations. 
Although  you  might  not 
have  the  time  to  confront 
others,  you  will  still  need 
to  protect  yourself. 

ROOSTER 

General 

The  year  of  the  Tiger 
will  be  a  fantastic  year  for 
you  in  many  areas  of  your 
life.  Opportunities  for 
career  advancement  and 
better  wealth  luck  will 
propagate  this  year  and 
you  will  be  given  strong 
support  from  the  relevant 
parties.  Relationship  mat¬ 
ters  will  also  run  smooth¬ 
ly.  However,  the  down¬ 
side  for  this  year  is  that 
the  challenges  that  strike 
will  be  lethal  and  unex¬ 
pected.  You  might  not 
want  to  be  complacent  by 
trusting  people  easily  and 
also  keep  a  clear  mind.  Be 
self-disciplined  to  avoid 
falling  into  the  trap  of 
vices  that  might  open 
yourself  up  to  dangers. 

No  matter  how  confident 
you  might  be  in  your 
plans,  it  will  be  advisable 
to  have  contingency  plans 
as  it  will  always  do  you 
more  good  than  harm  to 
think  of  rainy  days.  Due 
to  the  nature  of  this  year, 
you  will  be  susceptible  to 
illnesses  that  will  strike 
suddenly  such  as  heart 
attacks,  strokes  etc.  As 
such  you  might  want  to 
maintain  and  monitor 
your  health  and  avoid 
allowing  strong  emotions 
to  impact  your  health  or 
letting  your  health  impact 
your  plans  this  year.  Hope 
that  you  will  be  able  to 
fly  high  this  year  but  not 
forget  to  bring  along  your 
parachute. 

Career 

This  will  be  a  very 
good  year  for  your  career 
advancement.  There  will 
be  many  opporturuties  to 
shine  at  work  and  your 
efforts  will  be  well  recog¬ 
nized.  You  will  be  given  a 
freehand  in  development 
and  execution  of  plans  as 
management  will  have 
great  confidence  in  you. 

In  general,  you  ^ill  get 
assistance  and  support 
from  many  people.  While 
you  are  riding  high,  you 
might  want  to  remind 
yourself  to  stay  humble, 
always  have  conhngency 
plans  and  also  not  be  too 
trusting.  Though  it  might 
appear  that  the  year  will 
be  smooth  sailing,  the 
challenges  will  be  thick 
and  fast  and  there  will  be 
those  who  might  back  out 
from  your  decisions  at 
the  last  minute  that  might 
cause  your  plans  to  come 
to  a  complete  halt.  There 
will  also  be  people  who 


might  try  to  sell  you  ideas 
that  do  not  work.  If  you 
will  be  able  to  have  con¬ 
tingency  plans  and  stay 
focused  on  what  you  need 
to  do  without  being  com¬ 
placent,  not  only  will  you 
impress  your  sujjeriors 
but  you  will  also  reinforce 
your  good  standing  in  the 
company. 

If  you  are  in  busi¬ 
ness,  there  will  be  many 
opportunities  for  you  to 
collaborate  with  pres¬ 
tigious  companies  and 
partners  that  will  bring 
your  business  to  new 
heights.  You  will  also  get 
the  support  and  assistance 
from  many  when  faced 
with  problems  and  there 
will  be  great  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  you  to  improve 
your  market  share  and 
profitability  this  year. 
While  you  will  be  doing 
very  well,  always  remem¬ 
ber  to  stay  practical,  and 
humble.  Avoid  being 
stubborn  or  let  your  new 
found  success  to  cloud 
your  judgment.  You  will 
want  to  stay  on  your  toes 
as  the  obstacles  that  arise 
this  year  might  deliver  a 
fatal  punch  and  this  might 
be  as  a  result  of  being 
over  confident,  trusting 
in  those  that  will  mislead 
you  or  unforeseen  cir¬ 
cumstances  arising  at  the 
11th  hour.  You  will  need 
to  keep  up  your  defenses 
and  remain  agile  in  your 
approach  even  when  you 
are  doing  well  and  will 
not  want  to  trust  people 
easily  and  always  have 
a  back  up  plan  handy.  If 
you  will  be  able  to  protect 
yourself  and  your  busi¬ 
ness  well,  this  will  be  a 
fantastic  year  for  your 
business. 

Wealth 

This  will  be  a  good 
year  for  your  wealth  luck. 
If  you  are  salaried,  you 
might  have  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  have  salary  incre¬ 
ments  as  your  contribu¬ 
tion  to  the  company  will 
be  recognized.  If  you  are 
in  sales  or  business,  this 
will  be  a  fruitful  year  for 
you  as  well.  However, 
if  you  are  to  engage  in 
investments  or  any  gam¬ 
bling  activities,  you  will 
need  to  exercise  caution 
when  taking  calculated 
risks  as  your  wealth  luck 
will  be  unstable.  The 
likelihood  of  making  a  lot 
of  money  will  be  as  great 
as  losing  as  much  of  it  on 
investments  or  by  making 
the  wrong  judgment.  You 
will  want  to  evaluate  your 
investment  strategies  and 
techniques  carefully. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  there 
will  be  greater  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  you  to  know  more 
people  and  expand  your 
social  cycle.  You  might 
fall  in  love  this  year  and 
a  lot  of  fun  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  awaits  you.  If  you 
are  seeing  someone,  you 
might  proceed  to  the  next 
phase  of  your  relation¬ 


ship.  If  you  cue  already 
married,  the  passion  and 
love  in  your  relationship 
will  be  rekindled.  As  you 
might  get  complacent 
easily  you  might  be  easily 
seduced  by  the  excitement 
of  nightlife  and  hav¬ 
ing  extramarital  affairs. 
Remember  that  once  you 
get  trapped  in  such  vices, 
you  will  open  yourself  up 
to  losing  your  marriage 
and  the  harmony  in  your 
family.  This  will  rock 
the  foundations  of  your 
success  in  other  areas 
such  as  your  business  and 
career  and  will  also  risk 
the  trust  that  people  have 
in  you.  Thus,  there  will 
be  too  much  to  lose  in  a  fit 
of  folly. 

Health 

In  general,  the  ill¬ 
nesses  that  might  affect 
you  this  year  will  be  those 
that  can  occur  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly.  These 
might  include  heart  at¬ 
tacks,  strokes,  app>endix 
problems,  choking  and 
asthma  attacks.  You 
might  want  to  look  after 
your  health  by  having 
a  balanced  diet,  keep¬ 
ing  your  stress  levels 
low  and  participating  in 
regular  exercises.  You 
will  also  want  to  watch 
out  for  sudden  emotional 
changes  that  might  evoke 
severe  health  conditions. 

As  there  might  be  many 
occurrences  that  might 
shock  you,  it  will  be  besY ' 
to  condition  yourself  to  be 
prepared  for  any  imex- 
pected  eventualities  by 
keeping  calm.  ' 

People 

People  will  not  want 
to  appear  to  be  your  en¬ 
emy  this  year  by  confront¬ 
ing  you  outright  because 
many  will  be  aware  that 
you  will  have  strong  back¬ 
ing  and  support  and  will 
be  given  a  lot  of  power 
and  responsibilities  this 
year.  They  will  be  very 
subtle  in  terms  of  back- 
stabbing  and  betraying 
you,  hoping  not  to  attract 
your  attention.  The  good 
news  will  be  that  such 
actions  will  not  be  able 
to  create  too  much  harm 
to  you.  However,  you 
will  need  to  pay  extra 
attention  to  p>eople  trying 
to  sweet  talk  you  into  ac¬ 
cepting  certain  proposals 
that  might  be  to  your  dis¬ 
advantage  or  might  even 
lead  to  your  downfall. 

Thus,  it  will  be  best  not  to  , 

place  too  much  trust  on  ’ 

others.  There  will  be  vari¬ 
ous  ways  to  circumvent  | 

such  problems  through 
having  more  than  a  single 
source  of  information,  i 

having  contingency  plans  | 

and  not  relying  solely  on 
one  person  to  get  things 
done. 
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DOG 

General 

The  year  of  the  tiger 
will  be  filled  with  many 
challenges  to  test  your 
resilience  and  agility.  You 
might  consider  having  the 
mptto  "Never  say  die" 
this  year.  The  challenges 
this  year  will  not  be  any 
worse  of  from  those  of 
previous  years.  However, 
you  might  not  get  the  ad¬ 
equate  support  from  the 
relevant  people  this  year. 
In  addition  to  this,  there 
will  be  many  who  will  be¬ 
tray,  back-stab,  badmouth 
and  even  accuse  you 
falsely.  If  you  fall  into 
a  rut,  those  whom  you 
thought  you  could  trust 
might  react  indifferently 
to  your  predicament.  All 
this  will  compoimd  into  a 
morbid  picture  of  society 
for  you.  Do  not  allow  this 
to  distract  you  from  your 
goals  or  make  you  any 
less  confident  of  yourself. 
Instead  of  focusing  on 
how  others  might  be  try¬ 
ing  to  isolate  you,  look  in¬ 
ward  to  find  the  resources 
you  need.  You  will  have 
more  than  you  need  to 
handle  the  situations  and 
the  uncooperative  people. 
While  you  give  your  best 
efforts  and  look  pass  the 
nasty  side  of  matters,  you 
will  be  rewarded  with 
assistance  along  the  way. 
Your  health  will  be  unsta¬ 
ble  and  you  will  be  prone 
to  injuries.  Relationship 
matters  will  be  below 
average.  Focus,  be  strong 
and  be  open-minded. 

Career 

In  the  area  of  your 
career,  it  will  be  quite 
frustrating  as  you  will 
seem  to  be  fighting  the 
battle  alone.  Although  the 
challenges  will  be  man¬ 
ageable,  the  inadequate 
support  from  the  author¬ 
ity  figures  and  indifferent 
peers  will  cause  longer 
time  to  solve  issues  and 
will  be  demoralizing 
for  you.  In  addition  to 
this,  people  will  tend  to 
gossip,  badmouth  or  ac¬ 
cuse  you.  Your  tendency 
to  overlook  details  and 
forget  things  will  not 
help  matters.  You  might 
feel  disappointed  or  even 
tired  of  people  in  gen¬ 
eral  and  the  ugly  side  of 
humans  will  push  you 
away.  You  might  often 
question  whether  you 
should  change  jobs  or 
even  leave  the  corporate 
world  ciltogether.  It  will , 
be  important  for  you  to 
pull  yourself  together 
and  focus  on  the  mat¬ 
ters  at  hand.  Be  positive, 
persevere  and  stay  alert  as 
any  opportimities  to  help 
yourself  will  be  precious 
and  you  will  need  to  be 
receptive  to  them.  This 
year  will  put  your  surviv¬ 
ing  skills  to  the  test.  Have 
confidence  in  yourself  and 
you  will  do  much  better 
than  you  think. 


If  you  are  in  business, 
you  may  find  that  it  is 
physically  and  emotion¬ 
ally  draining  for  you.  You 
might  need  to  handle  a  lot 
of  matters  on  your  own. 
Your  business  partners 
and  associates  might  seem 
to  be  only  able  to  help  in  a 
minimal  way.  There  will 
be  more  backstabbing, 
betrayals  and  accusation 
this  year  by  your  competi¬ 
tors,  associates,  and  even 
your  own  employees  and 
you  might  want  to  protect 
yourself  by  ensuring  that 
you  have  all  your  docu¬ 
ments  in  place  and  avoid 
sharing  confidential  or 
sensitive  information. 

Do  not  let  your  guard 
dowm.  As  your  focus  will 
be  quite  weak,  you  will 
tend  to  forget  things. 

Not  only  will  this  give 
ill-intentioned  people 
opportunities  to  attack 
you,  you  might  also  lose 
some  clients  or  business 
opportunities.  You  might 
also  want  to  pen  down 
things  and  give  more 
time  to  important  matters 
instead  of  brushing  them 
off.  Although  business 
might  be  slow  this  year, 
you  will  want  to  focus 
on  building  it  up  slowly 
by  anchoring  it  to  a  very 
strong  foundation.  This 
will  enable  your  business 
to  take  off  naturally  and 
very  quickly  once  the  op¬ 
portunity  comes  along. 

Wealth 

’I, 

Your  wealth  luck  will 
be  below  average.  There 
will  be  signs  of  huge 
expenses  and  it  might 
seem  to  be  more  difficult 
than  usual  to  save  money. 
Your  wealth  might  seem 
to  be  slipping  away  easily. 
You  will  want  to  watch 
your  expenses  and  try 
your  best  to  save  for  rainy 
days.  It  is  not  advis¬ 
able  for  you  to  engage  in 
investments  or  gambling 
activities  this  year.  If 
you  would  like  to  invest, 
it  will  be  advisable  to 
choose  investments  that 
are  low  risk.  You  might 
also  want  to  gather  invest¬ 
ment  information  and 
investigate  your  leads  be¬ 
fore  doing  so.  Avoid  rely¬ 
ing  on  others  as  there  will 
be  strong  possibilities  of 
them  providing  mislead¬ 
ing  information.  You  will 
want  to  focus  on  guarding 
what  you  have  rather  than 
making  a  bold  move. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  the 
chances  of  meeting  some¬ 
one  special  will  be  quite 
slim.  You  might  prefer  to 
have  more  personal  time 
for  yourself  to  do  what 
you  enjoy  or  you  will  tend 
to  keep  to  yourself.  If  you 
are  already  seeing  some¬ 
one  or  are  married,  the  re¬ 
lationship  will  be  unstable 
this  year.  There  will  be 
possibilities  that  both  you 
cmd  your  partner  might 
be  so  busy  that  you  can 
only  spend  very  little  time 
together  or  both  of  you 


will  have  cold  wars  more 
often  or  for  longer  periods 
of  time.  There  will  also 
be  many  fierce  arguments 
and  you  might  regret 
those  nasty  words  said 
but  they  will  be  detrimen¬ 
tal.  If  disagreements  are 
not  handled  properly,  the 
relationship  might  end  in 
a  break  up  or  separation. 
You  will  want  to  remind 
yourself  to  be  patient  with 
your  partner  and  if  there 
are  any  concerns,  give 
each  other  time  to  sort 
matters  out. 

Health 

You  will  be  prone  to 
more  commonly  known 
illnesses  such  as  colds  and 
flu.  Although  they  will  be 
common,  you  will  want 
to  treat  them  before  they 
escalate  into  something 
more  severe.  Prevention 
will  always  be  better  than 
treatment  and  you  might 
want  to  work  on  building 
up  your  immime  system. 
Another  area  that  you 
might  pay  extra  attention 
to  will  be  that  you  will  be 
prone  to  injuries  such  as 
bruises,  fractures,  sprains 
or  related  injuries.  This 
might  be  related  more 
to  your  daily  activities. 
Thus,  you  might  want  to 
watch  where  you  are  go¬ 
ing,  avoid  knocking  into 
things  or  over  straining 
yourself  during  exercises. 

People 

Many  incidents  that 
will  occur  in  the  year .» 
of  the  Tiger  might  keep 
reminding  you  of  the  ugly 
side  of  human  beings. 
Apeui:  from  backstabbing, 
betrayals,  badmouthing 
and  accusations  the  indif¬ 
ference  to  your  suffering 
might  be  the  ultimate 
push  that  will  send  shiv¬ 
ers  down  your  spine.  It 
might  be  tempting  for  you 
to  slowly  isolate  yomself 
or  even  feel  like  nmning 
away  from  what  you  are 
supposed  to  do.  Thus,  you 
might  want  to  be  alert  and 
avoid  trusting  or  relying 
on  others  this  year.  Be 
resilient  and  stay  focused 
on  what  you  have  to  do 
and  do  riot  let  others  shift 
your  perspective  about 
life  and  people  and  cause 
you  to  hide  away  from 
people.  Remember  that 
others  will  be  who  they 
choose  to  be  but  you  will 
not  need  to  be  like  them. 
Even  though  many  people 
might  seem  to  be  nasty  to 
you,  look  closer  among 
them  and  you  will  find  a 
few  who  will  be  nice  and 
supportive. 

PIG 

General 

Your  luck  has  been 
continuously  improving 
for  the  third  consecu¬ 
tive  year  and  the  year  of 
the  Tiger  will  be  even 
better  than  the  Ox  year.  • 
You  will  be  popular  and 
be  able  to  get  support 
easily  amd  more  oppor¬ 


tunities  will  open  up  for 
you.  Your  focus  will  be 
strong  and  this  will  be 
the  right  time  to  pick  up 
new  skills,  take  classes  or 
get  involved  in  strategy 
planning.  This  will  be 
an  enjoyable  but  busier 
yeair  and  prioritization  of 
tasks  will  be  important 
especially  as  time  will  be 
limited.  When  compared 
with  other  years,  betrayals 
and  backstabbing  might 
not  be  as  severe.  How¬ 
ever,  you  will  still  remain 
the  center  of  gossip  and 
be  involved  in  arguments. 
Avoid  spending  too  much 
time  and  energy  on  such 
matters.  Instead  channel 
your  energy  to  reap  the 
best  of  this  year  and  focus 
on  positive  matters.  Your 
wealth  luck  will  be  good 
and  there  will  be  many 
opportunities  for  you  to 
increase  your  income  and 
wealth.  However,  stick 
to  taking  calculated  risks 
only.  You  can  be  recep¬ 
tive  to  wealth  but  that 
will  not  imply  that  you 
jump  into  every  possible 
opportunity  blindly.  You 
will  also  need  to  watch 
your  expenses.  Your 
health  will  be  average  but 
your  elders'  health  will  be 
poor.  Relationship  matters 
will  be  a  bit  unstable  but 
will  not  be  major  problem 
if  handled  well. 

Career 

You  will  have  a  lot 
of  fim  and  enjoyment  at 
work  this  year.  Although 
you  will  have  a  very 
tight  schedule,  you  will 
feel  fruitful  and  satisfied. 
Further,  you  will  gain 
support  from  authority 
figures  and  peers  easily 
and  they  will  even  help 
you  volimtarily  whenever 
challenges  arise.  As  many 
of  you  will  have  this 
tendency  to  work  your¬ 
self  too  hard,  you  might 
want  to  try  delegating.  If 
you  feel  overworked,  cry 
out  and  help  will  be  on 
its  way.  There  will  also 
be  other  people  giving 
you  more  and  better  op- 
porhinities  to  perform  or 
provide  you  with  precious 
leads.  It  will  be  a  smooth 
sailing  year  at  work  in 
general.  There  might  be 
some  gossip  pertaining  to 
you,  arguments  or  a  few 
people  trying  to  make 
things  difficult  for  you, 
but  nothing  will  be  able 
to  dampen  your  mood  or 
cause  adequate  harm  to 
you.  Focus  on  the  posi¬ 
tive  matters  and  fully  uti¬ 
lize  the  opportunities  that 
will  be  given.  This  will  be 
a  good  time  to  implement 
your  plans  with  regard  to 
your  career  plans. 

Business  will  be  even 
better  than  last  year.  You 
will  be  able  to  gain  sup¬ 
port  from  all  the  relevant 
people  easily.  Many  peo¬ 
ple  will  assist  you  along 
the  way  and  even  provide 
you  with  good  business 
leads.  Although  you  will 
be  showered  with  many 
opportunities,  it  will  be 
important  that  you  do  not 


take  them  for  granted  and 
catch  them  before  they 
slip  away.  You  will  be 
able  to  convince,  negotiate 
and  lead  better.  As  it  will 
be  a  smooth  sailing  year, 
you  will  tend  to  fill  your 
schedule  and  will  be  all 
over  the  place.  You  might 
want  to  stay  focused 
rather  than  trying  to  do 
too  much  and  having  to 
drop  tasks  along  the  way. 
You  will  also  get  wind  of 
gossip  concerning  your¬ 
self  or  might  be  involved 
in  disputes.  Do  not  get 
too  bothered  by  them  be¬ 
cause  there  will  be  much 
better  uses  of  your  time 
and  energy.  This  will  be 
a  good  time  to  bring  your 
business  to  the  next  level 
or  derive  fantastic  plans 
as  you  have  built  it  up 
greatly  over  the  past  one- 
year.  You  will  want  to  re¬ 
search  into  how  to  stretch 
every  dollar  that  has  been 
put  in  to  expanding  your 
business  as  you  will  not 
want  to  waste  it  and  end 
up  overspending. 

Wealth 

There  will  be  many 
opportunities  for  you  to 
increase  your  income  or 
commissions  this  year. 
You  might  discover  some 
opportunities  on  your 
own  while  others  might 
introduce  or  share  busi¬ 
ness  leads  with  you.  You 
might  want  to  be  positive 
and  receptive  to  receiv¬ 
ing  abundance  in  order 
to  take  advantage  of  this 
year.  While  you  are  be¬ 
ing  receptive,  it  will  not 
connote  that  you  open 
yourself  to  being  short¬ 
changed  or  cheated.  You 
might  still  want  to  do 
your  calculations  to  check 
on  the  risks  taken.  Due  to 
your  very  giving  person¬ 
ality,  you  will  tend  to 
share  your  good  fortune 
with  others  during  your 
good  times.  However,  you 
will  want  to  remember 
to  keep  some  for  your¬ 
self  as  your  generous 
mood  might  cause  you  to 
overspend.  Watch  your 
expenses  and  be  careful 
of  how  you  spend  your 
money. 

Relationship 

If  you  are  single,  this 
will  be  a  good  year  to 
increase  yom  social  circle 
and  you  will  be  able  to 
meet  more  interesting 
people.  You  might  not 
want  to  rush  into  commit¬ 
ting  to  a  relationship  yet, 
but  rather  give  yourself 
and  the  other  party  more 
time  to  get  to  know  each 
other.  If  you  are  in  a 
relationship,  there  will  be 
more  squabbles  than  in 
previous  years.  As  you 
will  be  spending  more 
time  on  other  aspects  of 
your  life,  your  partner 
might  feel  neglected 
and  your  partner  might 
also  feel  envious  of  you 
having  to  socialize  more 
than  usual  and  their 
suspicions  might  start 
kicking  in.  Although  they 


will  want  to  trust  you,  it 
will  be  unusually  tough 
when  it  comes  to  matters 
of  the  heart.  You  might 
want  try  to  be  patient 
and  understanding  with 
them.  You  will  also  want 
to  include  your  partner 
in  your  activities  or  try  to 
spend  more  quality  time 
together. 

Health 

Your  health  will  be 
quite  stable  during  this 
year  and  there  will  be 
no  indications  of  major 
accidents  or  life  threaten¬ 
ing  injuries.  One  of  the 
potential  problems  that 
might  arise  will  be  that 
you  might  be  very  busy 
this  year  and  be  involved 
in  more  social  activities  or 
even  more  nightlife  that 
you  might  end  up  neglect¬ 
ing  your  own  health.  Bear 
in  mind  that  no  matter 
how  tight  your  schedule 
might  be  you  will  need 
to  allocate  some  time  for 
rest.  You  will  not  need  to 
compromise  your  health 
and  proper  sleeping  hours 
in  order  to  obtain  business 
or  sales  opportunities.  On 
the  contrary,  in  order  to 
reap  the  best  out  of  this 
year,  you  will  need  to 
have  a  clear  mind  and  a 
healthy  body.  Elders  at 
home  might  have  poor 
health  and  safety  and 
as  such  you  might  want 
to  keep  a  look  out  over 
them. 

People 

In  general,  you  will  be 
able  to  make  more  friends 
and  get  more  support 
this  year  than  previously. 
The  people  issues  this 
year  will  be  very  mild 
compared  to  previous 
years.  Although  there 
will  still  be  people  bad 
mouthing  or  quarreling 
with  you,  they  will  not  be 
able  to  cause  much  impact 
to  you.  The  reason  for 
them  acting  in  this  way 
will  not  be  because  they 
dislike  your  personality 
but  rather  they  just  simply 
feel  imcomfortable  and 
jealous  of  you  leading  a 
better  life  than  previously. 
Their  reaction  will  have 
nothing  to  do  with  you 
but  will  ortiy  demonstrate 
that  they  might  be  having 
some  issues  with  them¬ 
selves  and  you  will  not 
want  to  get  too  affected 
by  them  as  your  attention 
will  be  required  in  many 
other  more  important 
areas.  As  you  will  be 
doing  well  this  year,  you 
will  find  that  those  who 
had  forsaken  you  previ¬ 
ously  when  you  were 
going  through  a  tough 
time  might  suddenly  ap¬ 
pear  and  want  to  be  your 
friends.  It  will  be  fine  to 
be  friendly  with  them  but 
at  the  same  time  always 
maintain  your  guard. 
Finally,  you  will  want  to 
focus  on  making  friends 
or  keeping  in  contact  with 
those  who  are  sincere  and 
will  be  helpful  to  you. 
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New  Year’  s  Memories 


New  Year’s  in  Japan 


By  Yasuhito  Yamamoto 

New  Year's  Day  in 
Japan  is  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  days  of  the  year. 
But  the  Japanese  celebrate 
this  day  in  a  different  way. 
Unlike  many  Asian  coun¬ 
tries  that  use  the  lunar 
calendar,  Japan  adopted 
the  Gregorian  calendar 
in  1873  celebrating  New 
Year's  Day  on  the  first  of 
January. 

Yet  what  people  do  on 
this  day  is  nothing  like  the 
United  States. 

New  Year's  Eve  is 
certainly  not  for  spending 
time  with  friends,  see¬ 
ing  fireworks,  or  making 
ruckus  on  the  streets.  For 
the  Japanese,  it  is  a  time 


for  family  members  to  get 
together,  to  eat  dinner,  and 
to  wait  for  the  midnight 
bell  from  a  temple  an¬ 
nouncing  the  arrival  of  the 
New  Year. 

Temples  hit  108  times  on  a 
bell,  107  times  right  before 
New  Year's  Day  and  one 
last  hit  as  it  becomes  the 
New  Year.  People  then 
start  going  to  shrines  to 
make  their  new  year's 
prayers. 

For  housewives.  New 
Year's  Eve  can  be  the 
most  tiring.  They  spend  a 
couple  of  days  before  and 
the  night  of  New  Year's 
Eve  to  prepare  a  traditional 
New  Year's  food  called, 
Osechi.  This  needs  to  be 
made  before  the  New  Year 


because  the  first  three  days 
of  the  New  Year  are  holy 
days  where  no  one  should 
do  any  work. 

Toshikoshi  Soba,  a 
buckwheat  noodle,  is  also 
eaten  on  New  Year's  Eve. 
This  tradition  is  practiced 
because  Soba  noodles  are 
thin  and  long.  By  eating 
these  noodles,  the  Japanese 
are  wishing  themselves  a 
long  lasting  life. 

Starting  at  9  p.m.,  NHK 
(Japan  Broadcasting  Asso¬ 
ciation)  shows  a  Red-White 
Singing  Competition.  It 
is  an  annual  New  Year's 
Eve  show  where  singers 
who  have  released  popular 
songs  throughout  the  year, 
battle  for  the  best  song. 
Japan  has  taken  on  a 
Western  calendar,  but  still 
incorporates  strong  Japa¬ 
nese  customs. 


My  Memories  about  Celebrating 
Chinese  New  Year  in  Taiwan 


By  Sheng  Chu  Lu 

Time  flies  by  fast  as  an¬ 
other  year  is  nearly  over.  I 
am  so  busy  working  I  don't 
even  notice  that  Chinese 
New  Year  will  be  coming 
soon.  Perhaps  it  is  because 
1  have  not  lived  in  my  na¬ 
tive  country  of  Taiwan  for 
a  couple  of  years.  It's  been 
such  a  long  time  since  I've 
visited  Taiwan  and  I  really 
miss  celebrating  Chinese 
New  Year  there. 

Chinese  New  Year's 
Eve  is  a  very  special  and 
important  time  for  fam¬ 
ily  members  to  gather 
together.  My  family  enjoys 
long  lively  discussions  dur¬ 
ing  a  hot  pot  dinner. 

Children  are  especially 
happy  when  they  get  red 
envelopes.  According  to 
Chinese  customs,  parents 
and  relatives  always-give 
children  red  envelopes- that 
contain  money  to  convey 
their  best  wishes  for  the 


coming  year.  When  I  was 
a  child  I  looked  forward  to 
this  and  was  very  excited 
when  I  got  my  recMThinese 
New  Year  envelopes.  Even 
though  my  mother  always 
saved  most  of  the  money 
in  my  bank  account,  she 
still  bought  me  toys,  which 
made  me  very  happy. 

In  addition  to  eating 
hot  pot  and  getting  red 
envelopes,  playing  Mah¬ 
jong  is  also  a  traditional 
Chinese  New  Year's  Eve 
activity.  When  everyone 
finishes  eating  hot  pot,  the 
adults  will  form  groups  of 
four  to  play  Mahjong  while 
the  children  play  poker  or 
video  games. 

Later  in  the  night,  the 
adults  usually  invite  the 
children  to  stay  up  late  in 
order  to  see  the  Old  Year 
out  and  the  New  Year  in. 
This  is  called  Shou  Sui  in 
Chinese.  During  the  night 
of  Chinese  New  Year's  Eve 
we  usually  get  together  in 


the  yard  to  look  at  all  the 
beautiful  stars  in  the  sky. 
We  also  reflect  on  the  past 
year  and  discuss  our  new 
plans  for  the  coming  year. 
We  also  drink  tea,  eat  cook¬ 
ies  and,  most  importantly, 
enjoy  being  in  the  company 
of  our  relatives.  Shou  Sui  is 
my  favorite  because  we  all 
take  time  to  relax  and  take 
a  break  from  our  busy  lives 
with  each  other. 

However,  as  much  as 
I  love  Shou  Sui,  I  can't  heljP 
falling  asleep  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  only  to  be 
woken  up  the  next  morn¬ 
ing  by  the  loud  pop  of 
firecrackers.  I  don't  mind 
waking  up,  as  it  means  that 
a  brand  new  year  is  start¬ 
ing.  At  that  moment,  I  feel 
very  happy  eind  motivated 
to  make  all  my.  wishes 
come  true. 

Sheng  Chu  Lu  is  a  former 
ESL  instructor  of  the  AACA 


Korean  New  Year’s  Day 


By  Jane  Hwang 

New  Year's  morning 
always  begins  with  home¬ 
made  rice-cake  soup  in 
Korea.  The  aroma  of  rice- 
cake  soup,  the  traditional 
Korean  New  Year's  meal, 
fills  every  home  as  moth¬ 
ers  prepare  the  first  meal 
of  the  year.  To  Koreans, 
having  rice-cake  soup  on 
Seolnal,  New  Year's  Day, 
means  they  are  adding  an 
extra  year  to  their  age. 

While  having  the  very 
first  meal  of  the  year,  the 
focus  of  the  conversation  is 
mostly  about  becoming  a 
year  older.  Koreans  place  a 
high  value  on  growing  old¬ 
er  and  the  responsibilities 
that  come  with  age.  They 
do  not  just  celebrate  New 
Year's  with  excitement. 

It  is  a  day  when  parents 
give  proper  advice  to  their 
children  about  the  meaning 
of  growing  up.  Children 
reflect  upon  the  past  year 
and  share  hopes  of  a  more 
successful  academic  year. 
Also,  parents  think  of  ways 
to  improve  the  lives  of  the 
family  while  sharing  words 
of  wisdom  and  encourage¬ 


ments  to  their  kids. 

New  Year's  morn¬ 
ing  is  the  day  when  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  entire  family  are 
brought  together  and  show 
how  sincerely  they  care 
for  each  other.  The  first 
of  January  is  celebrated 
by  Koreans,  but  they  also 
celebrate  the  Lunar  New 
Year  to  emphasize  respect 
toward  their  ancestors.  Lu¬ 
nar  New  Year  is  one  of  the 
biggest  holidays  in  Korea. 
People  wear  Hanbok,  a 
traditional  Korean  cos¬ 
tume,  to  visit  their  relatives 
as  well  as  their  amcestral 
graves,  paying  respects  to 
their  precedents. 

During  the  New  Year's 
holiday,  people  travel  to 
see  their  families  and  rela¬ 
tives  regardless  of  how  far 
they  live.  There  are  some 
who  get  stuck  on  high¬ 
ways,  but  they  are  often 
too  joyful  about  seeing 
their  families  to  complain. 

When  children  visit 
their  adult  relatives  they 
do  a  New  Year's  lx>w, 
wishing  their  authori¬ 
ties  blessings,  peace,  and 
happiness.  The  elders  in 
turn  are  responsible  for 


giving  the  children  words 
of  hope  and  money  for 
good  fortune.  When  people 
are  gathered,  a  traditional 
game  called  Yut  is  played. 
In  this  game,  you  toss  four 
sticks  with  two  sides:  one 
side  blank  and  one  round 
side  with  writing.  The  goal 
is  to  have  all  four  land  with 
the  writings  facing  up.  Yut 
is  enjoyed  by  both  children 
and  adults  as  they  spend 
quality  time  together. 

New  Year's  Day  is  a  time 
o(  celebration  for  everyone, 
but  Koreans  place  more 
importance  on  the  quaF- 
ity  and  the  content  of  the 
celebration.  No  matter  how 
busy  the  family  may  be, 
they  always  prepare  for 
the  New  Year  in  a  proper 
manner.  People  spend 
many  days  cooking  a 
variety  of  different  dishes 
and  entrees,  prepare  gifts 
to  share  within  the  fam¬ 
ily,  and  keep  a  respectful 
mindset  to  prepare  for  this 
significant  day.  Seolnal  not 
only  reflects  the  gratitude 
towards  living  relatives, 
but  also  allows  people  to 
share  hopes  of  the  New 
Year  with  their  ancestors. 


Lunar  New  Year  in  a  Korean  Family 


By  Angelina  Hong 

Lunar  New  Year  for  my 
family  is  a  pjersooal  affair,  one 
that  strengthens  our  bond  as  a 
family  and  rekindles  the  tradi¬ 
tions  of  my  Korean  ancestors. 
We  get  together  to  share  food 
and  stories,  and  even  pay  our 
respects  to  relatives  that  have 
passed  away. 

The  preparations  for  the 
Lunar  New  Year  begin  days 
before  the  actual  event.  The 
older  women  of  the  family 
don  their  aprons  and  work 
in  the  kitchen  for  hours  as 
the  smell  of  delicious  foods 
flows  throughout  the  house. 
The  culinary  achievements 
from  the  prepeuations  are 
enormous.  Trays  of  fish,  meat 
cind  vegetables  dipped  in  egg 
batter  to  be  pan-fried,  grilled 
short  ribs  marinated  in  teriyaki 
sauce,  mounds  of  green,  pink, 
and  white  rice  cakes  filled 
with  a  sweet  sesame  filling  ap¬ 
pear  on  the  kitchen  counter  in 
unimaginable  qucintities.' 

The  most  important  dish 
of  the  Lunar  New  Year  is 
the  rice  cake  soup.  This  dish 
signifies  the  begirming  of  the 
New  Year  and  must  be  eaten 
to  ensure  health  and  good 


luck  until  the  next  New  Year 
celebration. 

On  the  day  of  the  celebra¬ 
tion,  all  of  our  relatives  come 
to  my  house  early  so  the 
women  can  get  together  to  fin¬ 
ish  preparing  for  the  big  din¬ 
ner.  For  this  day,  we  abandon 
our  jeans  and  sweatshirts  to 
wear  our  hanboks,  tradihonal 
Korean  clothing.  The  bright 
colors  of  hanbok  create  an  air 
of  festivity.  There  is  talking 
and  laughter  everywhere  as 
we  all  sit  at  the  table,  waiting 
for  the  feast  to  begin. 

As  the  food  gets  brought 
to  the  table,  we  take  our  seats. 
Everyone  gets  a  setting,  even 
my  grandmother  who  passed 
away  before  1  was  even  bom. 
My  mother  and  my  uncle 
always  set  a  place  for  my 
grandmother  at  New  Year's 
so  she  can  also  enjoy  the  food 
and  festivities.  We  pray  for 
her  soul  to  be  happy  and 
content  in  the  afterlife.  We  also 
pray  for  health,  long  life,  and 
prosperity  for  the  family.  We 
give  thanks  for  everything  that 
we  have,  and  ask  for  strength 
to  do  great  things  during  the 
New  Year. 

Everyone  sits  at  the  table 
for  hours  eating  and  telling 


stories  of  the  past,  often  about 
their  childhoods  and  living  in 
Korea.  Most  of  our  relahves 
have  endured  incredible 
hardships  while  trying  to 
create  new  and  better  lives 
in  America.  1  can  sit  forever 
listening  to  them  talk  about 
their  experiences. 

Finally,  it  becomes  time 
for  the  children  and  younger 
family  members  to  pay  their 
respects  to  the  elders.  They 
line  up  in  a  row  and  bow 
deeply  to  the  elders,  their 
heads  touching  the  floor  by 
their  fingers.  In  exchange 
fpr  their  show  of  resjject,  the 
elders  hand  them  little  pockets 
of  New  Year  money  to  enjoy. 

With  this,  the  Lunar  New 
Year  celebration  ends.  It  is  a 
day  that  only  comes  once  a 
year,  but  for  my  family,  it  has 
a  significance  that  transcends 
any  sense  of  time.  It  is  a  day 
that  reinvigorates  our  relation¬ 
ship  with  one  another  and 
instills  within  us,  especially 
the  younger  generations,  a 
sense  of  tradition  and  a  culture 
that  makes  up  our  Korean 
heritage. 

Angelina  Hong  is  the  devel¬ 
opment  coordinator  of  the  AACA 


Celebrating  Chinese  New  Year  in 
Boston  Chinatown 


By  Amy  Zhao 

For  many  children  one 
of  the  best  holidays  besides 
Christmas  and  Thanks¬ 
giving  is  the  New  Year 
celebration.  They  enjoy  the 
First  Night  at  Boston  Com¬ 
mon  where  kids  can  get 
their  faces  painted.  I  prefer 
the  Chinese  New  Year.  In 
Chinatown  there's  always 
a  Chinese  New  Year  cel¬ 
ebration  with  little  stands 
selling  bamboo,  bracelets 
and  all  sorts  of  items. 
There's  also  a  wonderful 
lion  dance  and  loud  fire¬ 
crackers  bursting  around 
Chinatown.  It's  a  day 
where  you  can  go  outside 
to  enjoy  the  celebrations. 

This  year  Chinese  New 
Year  is  on  January  26.  The 
Chinese  Limar  calendar 
is  based  on  the  observa¬ 
tion  of  the  moon  whereas 
the  United  States  uses  the 
Gregorian  calendar,  so 
the  New  Year  always  falls 
on  the  first  of  January. 
Chinese  Lunar  calendar 


has  a  twelve  year  cycle 
within  the  zodiac.  Each 
year  is  attached  to  a  dif¬ 
ferent  animal.  The  order 
of  the  animals  are:  rat,  ox, 
tiger,  rabbit,  dragon,  snake, 
horse,  sheep  (or  goat), 
monkey,  rooster,  dog,  and 
pig.  This  year  will  be  the 
year  of  the  ox. 

A  reason  why  children 
really  look  forward  to  Chi¬ 
nese  New  Year  is  the  lucky 
red  envelopes  filled  with 
money.  I  remember  my 
Mandarin  teacher  telling 
me  a  story  about  the  origin 
of  the  lucky  red  envelopes. 
There  was  a  town  that  was 
peaceful  all  year  round 
except  the  day  before  the 
New  Year.  On  the  day  of 
the  New  Year  a  devil  came 
out  to  snatch  children  away 
while  they  were  sleeping. 
The  parents  thought  of  an 
idea  to  put  money  in  red 
envelopes  to  distract  the 
devil.  'They  gave  it  to  their 
children  when  they  went 
to  bed.  When  the  children 


slept  they  kept  the  lucky 
envelopes  in  their  pockets. 
At  night  when  the  devil 
came,  the  devil  took  the 
red  envelopes  instead  and 
left  the  children  cdone.  This 
is  one  of  the  many  myths 
about  the  beginnings  of  the 
lucky  red  enveIop>es. 

Another  tradition  on 
Chinese  New  Year  is  a 
great  feast  with  all  of  your 
family.  The  great  feast 
includes  chicken,  roasted 
pork,  noodles,  different 
kinds  vegetables,  and  for 
dessert  there  is  an  assort¬ 
ment  of  candy.  The  most 
famous  candy  is  the  Lucky 
Candy.  It's  a  candy  that 
will  bring  you  good  luck  in 
the  New  Year. 

With  all  these  celebra¬ 
tions,  tradihons  and  food 
there's  no  reason  for  chil¬ 
dren  not  to  enjoy  Chinese 
New  Year. 

Amy  Zhao  is  a  11th  grader  at 
the  Boston  Latin  School 


Memories  of  Tet  (Lunar  New  Year)  in 
My  Tho  (Mekong  Delta),  Vietnam 


By  Liem  Tran 

In  My  Tho,  on  New 
Year's  Eve,  the  air  is  usu¬ 
ally  cool,  the  sky  is  blue, 
flowers  are  blooming  in 
every  comer  and  you  can 
actually  feel  Tet  in  the  air. 
Growing  up,  1  was  taught 
that  our  ancestors  are  as 
important  as,  if  not  more 
important  than,  living 
members  of  the  family. 
Because  their  presence  and 
blessings  are  considered 
critical  to  our  well-being, 
we  involve  them  in  our  ev¬ 
eryday  life,  remembering 
them  through  daily  offer¬ 
ings  of  food  and  prayers, 
and  inviting  them  to  join 
us  for  important  holidays. 
My  mother  would  be 
home  around  noon  time  to 
prepare  the  whole  cer¬ 


emony  of  Don  Giao  Thua, 
it  is  the  most  sacred  point 
of  time,  the  passage  from 
the  old  to  the  New  Year.  It 
is  popularly  believed  that 
in  Heaven  there  are  twelve 
Highnesses  in  charge  of 
monitoring  and  control¬ 
ling  the  affairs  on  earth, 
each  of  them  taking  charge 
of  one  year.  Giao  Thua  is 
the  moment  of  seeing  off 
the  old  chieftain  upon  the 
conclusion  of  his  term  and 
welcoming  in  the  new  one 
upon  his  assumption  of  of¬ 
fice.  For  this  reason,  every 
home  makes  offerings  in 
the  open  air  to  pray  for  a 
good  new  year.  A  whole 
chicken  is  a  prized  food, 
symlx)lizing  abundance 
and  prosperity,  it  sits 
prominently  on  the  ances¬ 
tor  worship  altar,  along 


with  the  flowers,  candles 
and  incense  sticks.  Along 
with  all  of  my  siblings 
and  neighbors,  we  waited 
patiently  until  midnight  to 
ignite  the  fire  crackers;  the 
sounds  and  burning  smells 
tell  us  the  New  Year  has 
arrived. 

Tet  celebration  begins 
on  the  23rd  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber  (Lunar  Calendar).  On 
this  day,  there  is  a  rite  to 
see  Tao  Quan  (sending 
kitchen  goddess  to  heaven 
for  ten  days)  off;  we  would 
clean  up  the  kitchen  altar 
including  polishing  the  in¬ 
cense  burner,  painting  the 
walls,  cleaning  the  ashes 
from  the  wood  stoves,  and 
washing  the  kitchen  cabi¬ 
net.  The  reason  for  send- 
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ing  these  goddesses 
away  for  ten  days  is  that  so 
they  can  join  other  god¬ 
desses  in  heaven  celebrat¬ 
ing  the  new  season. 

Following  the  25th  of 
December,  the  tradition 
of  Ta  Mo  (a  visit  to  family 
cemetery)  is  to  invite  the 
deaths  to  join  us  for  the 
New  Year.  We  would 
clean  up  their  tombs  by 
giving  a  fresh  coat  of  paint, 
carefully  cleaning  up  the 
landscape  around  them 
and  keeping  the  incenses 
burned  throughout  the 
day. 

So,  on  the  first  day  of 
Tet,  we  prepared  three 
sumptuous  meals  to  serve 
our  ancestors.  Besides 
whole  chicken,  we  cooked 
dozens  of  other  enticing 
dishes  such  as  caramelized 
garlic  shrimp  and  a  tradi¬ 
tional  pork  stew  with  hard- 
boiled  eggs  called  Thit 
Kho  Dua.  For  dessert,  we 
served  fresh  fruits  like  wa¬ 
termelon  and  tangerines. 

A  small  portion  of  each 
dish  is  then  placed  as  an 
offering  on  the  altar  along 
with  other  dried  fruits  and 
roast  watermelon  seeds. 

We  all  practiced  silence 
as  a  symbol  of  peace,  and 
we  were  not  supposed  to 
clean  or  sweep  the  floor  to 
make  sure  that  all  lucks  re¬ 
mained  in  the  house.  When 
we  burned  the  incense  and 
said  our  prayers,  the  spirits 
would  be  invoked  and 
the  ancestors  began  their 


journey  back  to  Earth.  In 
our  prayers,  we  thanked 
them  for  watching  over  us 
and  giving  us  good  luck 
and  health.  After  all  the 
prayers  then  we  could  be¬ 
gin  to  eat.  All  of  us  would 
be  anxious  to  try  on  our 
new  outfits  that  my  mother 
had  saved  up  and  bought 
for  us.  We  then  would 
begin  making  a  wish  to  my 
mother  for  her  health  and 
prosperity,  and  she  would 
hand  out  the  red  envel¬ 
ops  which  contained  new 
money.  We  would  make 
our  way  to  visit  other  rela¬ 
tives  and  receiving  more 
red  envelops. 

Then,  on  the  third  day 
of  Tet,  when  the  ancestors 
got  ready  to  depart,  we 
prepare  another  extrava¬ 
gant  send-off  meal,  this 
time  with  different  dishes 
and  wine.  Towards  the  end 
of  the  ritual,  we  would  all 
go  outside  and  gathered 
around  our  parents  and 
watch  as  they  dutifully 
biuTi  beautifully  decorated 
paper  tunics  and  clothes 
and  even  symbolic  paper 
money  -  items  which  our 
ancestors  would  need  in 
Heaven.  And  once  our 
ancestors  were  gone,  we 
would  go  back  to  our  own 
lives  but  with  the  linger¬ 
ing  thoughts  of  Tet  and  a 
strong  reminder  that  we 
must,  as  always,  live  up  to 
their  expectations. 

Liem  Tran  is  a  former 
director  of  development  of  the 
AACA 


Chinese  New  Year  in  Singapore 


By  Renue  Bhalla 

Chinese  Lunar  New 
Year  in  Singapore  is  a 
major  event  for  all  Singa¬ 
poreans.  Singapore  is  a  tiny 
island  city  at  the  southern 
tip  of  the  Malay  Peninsula. 
Measuring  barely  more 
than  263  square  miles,  it 
is  home  to  more  than  four 
million  people.  Singapor¬ 
eans  are  mainly  of  Chi¬ 
nese,  Indian,  Malay  and 
Eurasian  descent.  There 
is  also  a  big  population 
of  working  professionals 
from  India,  China,  Indone¬ 
sia  as  well  as  Australia  and 
the  United  Kingdom.  It  is 
no  wonder  that  it  is  often 
a  preferred  destination 
for  working  professionals 
to  do  a  stint  in  Singapore, 
given  its  multicultural  fla¬ 
vor.  Given  that  the  Chinese 
make  up  the  majority  of  the 
population,  Chinese  New 
Year  (CNY)  is  celebrated 
with  pomp  in  the  island. 

CNY  is  celebrated  over 
a  week,  although  the  first 
two  and  a  half  days  are 
observed  as  holidays  in  the 
country.  On  Chinese  New 
Year  eve,  families  get  to¬ 
gether  for  their  opulent  re¬ 
union  dinners  which  span 
over  10  courses.  The  main 
idea  behind  this  is  to  foster 
family  unity  and  a  sense  of 
kinship.  The  celebration  is 
not  only  reserved  for  living 
relatives.  Deceased  rela¬ 
tives  are  also  remembered 
during  this  festive  period. 
Some  families  still  foUow 


Dancers  performing  at  the 
Chingay  parade 


the  tradition  of  offering 
food  and  clothes  to  their 
ancestors. 

The  first  day  of  Chi¬ 
nese  New  Year  is  spent 
visiting  close  relatives  in 
their  homes.  In  preparation 
for  the  festival,  homes  are 
thoroughly  cleaned  and 
some  Chinese  families  even 
purchase  new  furniture  for 
their  homes  to  usher  in  the 
New  Year.  Everyone  dons 
new  clothes,  often  in  red  as 
it  is  considered  the  lucky 
color.  It  is  believed  that 
embracing  the  new  ensures 
good  luck.  In  fact,  some  go 
as  far  as  storing  away  their 
brooms  and  mops  so  that 
luck  is  not  'swept  away'. 

Mandarin  oranges 
are  exchanged  in  pairs 
between  family  members 
for  good  luck.  Other  gifts 
include  sweets,  chocolates 
and  biscuits.  Also,  another 
important  tradition  fol- 
I6wed  by  the  Chinese  is  the 
offering  of  the  'ang  pao'  or 
red  packet  for  good  luck. 


The  red  packet  is  adorned 
with  golden  lettering  de¬ 
picting  words  like  prosper¬ 
ity,  wealth  and  abundance. 
It  contains  money  in  even 
numbers  as  it  is  considered 
lucky.  Usually,  the  elders 
give  away  the  ang  pao  to 
the  younger  family  mem¬ 
bers.  This  practice  contin¬ 
ues  until  the  recipient  gets 
married,  after  which  it  is 
expected  that  the  latter 
starts  being  the  benefactor 
of  ang  paos.  This  practice 
which  is  very  popular  with 
children  has  also  been 
adopted  by  the  Indian  and 
Malay  communities  during 
their  festivals,  Deepavali 
and  Hari  Raya. 

The  second  day  of 
the  festival  is  increasingly 
being  dedicated  to  enter¬ 
taining  friends  at  home. 
This  includes  inviting 
colleagues,  classmates  and 
friends  from  other  ethnic 
backgroimds.  Apart  from 
the  traditional  dishes 
served,  multiethnic  dishes 
also  adorn  the  dining  table. 
Chinese  New  Year  good¬ 
ies  like  love  letters,  sugee 
biscuits,  and  pineapple 
tarts  are  often  relished  by 
both  the  yoimg  and  old  of 
all  ethnic  communities.  An¬ 
other  popular  dish  enjoyed 
by  many  is  Bak  Kwa  or 
barbequed  pork.  The  sweet 
salty  flavor  tingles  one's 
taste  buds  and  is  the  reason 
behind  hour  long  lines 
during  festive  season  at  fa¬ 
mous  shops  like  Bee  Cheng 
Hiang.  There  are  also 


vegetarian  and  chicken  al¬ 
ternatives  for  Muslim  and 
vegetarian  consumers. 

To  top  off  the  Chinese 
New  Year  celebrations, 
many  make  their  way  to 
Chinatown  for  Asia's  larg¬ 
est  float  and  street  festival 
also  known  as  the  Chingay 
festival.  The  streets  are 
adorned  with  mini  stages 
or  'floats'  dressed  in  red 
and  gold  flags,  lanterns 
and  multihued  decorations. 
As  the  clang  of  cymbals 
fill  the  air,  lion  dancers  un¬ 
leash  high  energy  perfor¬ 
mances  along  the  streets. 
The  parade  includes 
dazzling  performances  by 
Indian  and  Malay  groups, 
reflecting  the  multicultural- 
ism  prominent  in  Singa¬ 
pore.  In  the  recent  years, 
artistes  from  all  over  the 
world  have  performed  in 
the  parade,  adding  to  the 
intemahonal  flavor  of  the 
city.  This  event  is  enjoyed 
by  locals  and  tourists 
alike.  The  splendor  of  the 
Chingay  parade  is  often  a 
reason  for  many  tourists 
to  visit  Singapore  during 
this  period.  Apart  from  the 
experience  of  multicultural 
immersion  which  exposes 
one  to  the  traditions  and 
practices  of  a  plethora  of 
cultures,  tourists  also  get  to 
celebrate  one  of  the  biggest 
festivals  in  the  country. 

Renu  Bhalla  is  a  former 
PACE  case  manager  of  the 
AACA 


IN  & 

URTIS,  LLP  Immigration  Law 


75  Federal  Street,  Boston,  MA  02110 
(617)  482-1775  -  (617)  482-2443  FAX 
www.chincurtis.com 

Boston’s  Business  Immigration  Law  Firm 

Chin  &  Curtis,  LLP  is  a  twelve-attorney  firm  specializing  exclusively  in 
United  States  immigration  law.  Our  focus  is  principally  on  corporate  and 
business  immigration,  although  we  are  a  full-service  firm  and  advise 
clients  in  naturalization,  family-based  immigration,  deportation,  and 
exclusion  as  well.  The  founding  partners,  Francis  Chin  and  Philip  Curtis, 
have  been  representing  companies  and  individuals  in  New  England  and 
throughout  the  country  for  many  years.  Each  of  the  other  senior 
attorneys  in  the  firm  has  more  than  fifteen  years  experience  in  the  field. 
We  also  make  effective  use  of  9  outstanding  legal  assistants  in  our 
practice. 

We  represent  a  wide  range  of  clients,  principally  corporations,  academic 
institutions,  consulting  firms  and  professionals  who  work  for  them.  We 
also  represent  nonprofit  organizations  and  individuals. 

Please  call  any  of  the  attorneys  listed  below  and  we  would  be  glad  to 
assist  you. 


Chin  &  Curtis  Attorneys 
Francis  E.  Chin  Philip  C.  Curtis 


Barbara  Chin 
Francis  Johnson 
Elaine  Walsh 
Gunnar  Sievert 
Mi-Rang  Yoon 


Gabriel  Mozes 
Bonnie  Edwards 
Lorie  Lunn 
Sarah  Coleman 
Celeste  Lim 


Corcoran  Management  Company 
Wishes  You  a  Happy  New  Year  1 

There  are  apartments  -  and  then  there  are  Corcoran  managed  apartments 
well  managed,  stylish,  modern  and  constantly  updated.  Take  your  pick... 


ADAMS  VILLAGE 

(617)  328-6727 
725-735  Adams  Street, 
Dorchester 

ACADEMY  BUILDING 
APARTMENTS 

(508)  674-1111 
102  South  Main  Street, 

Fall  River 

ANDOVER  COMMONS 

(978)  470-2611 
30  Railroad  Street,  Andover 
BEVERLY  COMMONS 
(978)  927-2055 
Tozer  Road,  Beverly 
BROCKTON  COMMONS 
(508)  584-2373 
55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 
FAXON  COMMONS 
(617)  472-6766 
1001  Southern  Artery, 
Quincy 

HANOVER  LEGION 
ELDERLY  APARTMENTS 

(781)  871-3049 
Legion  Drive,  Hanover 
KENT  VILLAGE 
(781)  545-2233 
65  North  River  Road, 
Scituate 

KIMBALL  COURT 

(781)  933-9900 
7  Kimball  Court,  Woburn 
LINCOLN  SCHOOL 
APARTMENTS 
(781)  749-8677 
86  Central  Street,  Hingham 
MASSACHUSETTS 
MILLS 

(978)  970-2200 
150  Massmill  Drive,  Lowell 
MCNAMARA  HOUSE 
(617)  783-5490 
210  Everett  Street, 

Allston 


CORCORAN 

MANACCMCNT  COMPANY 
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PELHAM 

APARTMENTS 

(508)  872-6393 
75  Second  Street, 
Framingham 
QUINCY  COMMONS 
(617)  328-6727 
1  Canton  Road, 

Quincy 
SAUGUS 
COMMONS 
(781)  233-8477 
63  Newhall  Avenue, 
Saugus 

SHREWSBURY 

COMMONS 

(508)  845-1161 
Route  9,  Shrewsbury 

STONE  RUN  EAST 

(781)  331-2525 
8  Old  Stone  Way, 
Weymouth 

STRATTON  HILL 
PARK 

(508)  852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  Street, 

Worcester 

TRIBUNE 

APARTMENTS 

(508)  875-8661 

46  Irving  Street, 

Framingham 

THE  LEDGES 

(781)  335-2626 

1  Avalon  Drive, 

Weymouth 

THE  MEADOWS 

(978)  441-9167 

82  Brick  Kiln  Road, 

Chelmsford 

WEYMOUTH 

COMMONS/EAST 

(781)  335-4773 

74  Donald  Street,  #21 

Weymouth 
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Cfiinse  !New  year  in  tfie  “City  of  Lights”  -  3-Cong  Xong 


By  Samuel  Tsoi 

It  is  often  observed 
that  the  world's  larg¬ 
est  annual  movement  of 
p>eople  happens  when 
families  travel  across 
China  during  Lunar  New 
Year. 

In  recent  years,  it  has 
been  no  different  in  Hong 
Kong.  Unprecedented 
flows  of  people  come  in 
and  out  of  the  Special  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Region  after 
its  re-integration  with  the 
Mainland  more  than  a 
decade  ago. 

The  city  usually 
becomes  uncharacteristi¬ 
cally  quiet  during  much 
of  the  three  public  holi¬ 
days,  especially  compared 
with  Christmas,  which  is 
not  a  legal  holiday  in  the 
Mainland. 

But  the  city  has 
livened  up  in  recent 
years  during  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Chinese  New  Year 
parade,  which  brings  an 
influx  of  travelers  from 
around  the  world  and  the 
Mainland,  which  has  sent 
steady  groups  of  tour¬ 
ists  since  1997.  Even  in  a 


distinctively  traditional 
holiday,  many  still  flock  to 
Hong  Kong  to  experience 
its  glitzy  lights,  remark¬ 
able  architecture,  and 
lively  markets. 

According  to  those 
who  have  seen  the 
changes  throughout  last 
two  decades,  many  think 
Chinese  New  Year  now 
is  less  traditional  in  Hong 
Kong,  as  more  restaurants 
and  shops  stay  open  even 
on  New  Year's  Day. 

Driven  by  less  urban¬ 
ites  cooking  at  home  and 
an  increasingly  mobile 
population,  those  who 
used  to  New  Year's  din¬ 
ner  at  the  elders'  home 
are  now  eating  out  more. 
Many  are  also  less  strict 
on  which  day  to  gather  as 
a  family,  since  traveling 
during  the  holidays  has 
become  more  popular. 

During  the  weeks 
leading  up  to  and  after 
the  New  Year,  the  city's 
storefronts,  doors,  and 
kids  are  all  dressed  in  red 
and  gold.  Shops  blast  out 
Chinese  New  Years  songs 
wishing  customers  a  pros¬ 
perous  new  year,  hoping 


that,  in  turn,  they  will  also 
profit  from  the  all-around 
optimistic  atmosphere. 

Street  markets 
overflow  with  all  types 
of  traditional  candies, 
flowers,  trinkets  bearing 
the  image  of  the  year's 
zodiac  animal,  and  plants 
believed  to  bring  good 
luck  such  as  mandarin 
orange  and  kumquat  trees, 
a  homonym  for  'gold'  in 
Cantonese. 

"Gong  hei  faht  choy!" 
(congratulations  and  be 
prosperous)  is  prefaced  in 
every  exchange,  and  reso¬ 
nated  with  the  same  greet¬ 
ing  throughout  the  period. 
For  children  especially, 
they  will  also  add  "lai  see 
dow  loi!"  along  with  a 
irresistibly  cute  smile  and 
open  palms  -  reminding 
every  adult  to  pass  along 
good  luck  in  a  tangible 
form  of  cash-stuffed  red 
envelops,  or  lai  sees. 

Lai  sees  are  usually 
given  to  unmarried  chil¬ 
dren,  but  are  also  given 
as  a  gesture  to  reward 
employees.  A  straw  poll 
has  revealed  that  most 
in  Hong  Kong  think  $20 


HKD  is  a  reasonable 
amount,  unless  that  is,  one 
is  the  "big  boss",  then,  $50 
to  $100  is  expected. 

New  currency  notes 
are  favored,  while  coins 
are  not  welcomed.  And 
days  leading  up  to  New 
Year  will  often  see  human 
traffic  jams  inside  the 
city's  banks. 

Hong  Kong  has  out¬ 
lawed  the  common  use  of 
firecrackers,  but  those  who 
miss  the  smell  of  gunpow¬ 
der  should  set  off  the  loud 
blasts  in  the  New  Territo¬ 
ries,  the  Chinese  tradition 
that  brings  good  luck 
benefits  from  turning  a 
blind  eye  in  the  less  urban 
part  of  the  city. 

If  Chinese  culture  is 
passionate  with  the  con¬ 
cept  of  good  luck,  Hong 
Kong  is  a  city  that  overin¬ 
dulges  it  -  and  spreads  its 
jovial  wishes  and  ritu¬ 
als  all  over  the  Chinese 
Diaspora  from  Sydney  to 
San  Francisco,  where  lion 
dances  parade  through 
Chinatowns  and  families 
gather  around  hot  pots  for 
series  of  evening  feasts. 

New  Years  Day  is  also 


a  time  traditionally  for 
donning  new  clothes,  but 
less  young  people  observe 
that  practice.  Chinese 
New  Year,  however,  is 
the  best  opportunity  to 
amass  some  good  luck  for 
the  coming  year.  From 
deep  cleaning  the  house, 
to  stowing  away  your 
scissors  (to  avoiding  short 
ending  good  luck),  many 
practices,  words,  and 
timing  of  activities  are  all 
rituals  in  bringing  success 
and  prosperity  for  the 
coming  year. 

The  Year  of  the  Ox 
was  over  all  a  "lucky" 
year  for  China,  consid¬ 
ering  the  fallout  of  the 
global  financial  crisis. 

The  country  experienced 
higher-than  forecasted 
GDP  growth.  Many  in 
Hong  Kong,  however,  are 
still  wary  as  unemploy¬ 
ment  is  at  a  historic  low, 
and  it  is  still  recovering 
from  the  loss  of  invest¬ 
ments  throughout  the 
recession  and  increasingly 
tough  competition  with 
cities  such  as  Shanghai 
and  nearby  Shenzhen. 

In  the  Year  of  the  Ti¬ 


ger,  optimists  hope  to  see 
Hong  Kong  relive  at  least 
some  of  its  glory  "Asian 
Tiger"  years  as  the  econ¬ 
omy  strengthens  its  more 
mature  service  industry 
and  stock  market,  and  its 
banking  sector  positions 
itself  to  manage  risk  better 
than  its  Mainland  counter¬ 
parts. 

From  a  sleepy  fish¬ 
ing  village  at  the  turn  of 
the  century,  Hong  Kong 
was  forged  out  of  defeat 
by  the  foreign  invaders. 

It  went  on  to  become  the 
world's  freest  economy 
and  regional  financial 
powerhouse.  The  'fragrant 
harbor'  now  charts  a 
future  that  is  inextricably 
part  of  China,  the  next 
superpower. 

Every  new  year  will 
indeed  become  more 
Chinese,  traditional  or 
not,  but  Hong  Kong  will 
remain  a  jewel  of  East  Asia 
and  an  international  hub 
for  crowd-pleasing  cel¬ 
ebrations,  Chinese  culture, 
and  good  luck. 

Samuel  Tsoi  is  a  Sampan 
correspondent 
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206  Winter  Street,  Fall  River,  MA  02720  SIS:  (508)678-2454 


'V  fi/ 


We  Wish  you  a  Happy  and 


^^Fleuty  ^ 


eat/ 


Healthy  Chinese  New  Year! 


^  ^ 


S-C  Management  Corp. 
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Happy  New  Year! 

Celebrate  the 
Year  of  the  Tiger 

at  the  Peabody  Essex  Museum 

Saturday,  February  27  1 10  am-5  pm 

Don't  miss  performances  by  the  renowned  Gund  Kwok  Asian 
Women  Lion  Dance  Troupe,  martial  arts  demonstrations,  a  special 
screening  of  Kung  Fu  Panda  and  much  more  for  all  ages! 


All  programs  are  included  with  museum  admission 


For  more  information 
visit  the  new  pem.org 

Programs  made  posslbtc  by  ttie  Lotwdl 
Itrstitute  atxJ  ECHO  (Educatnn  thtxxigh 
Cuftual  and  Historical  Organuabons) 


Peabody 
Essex 
Museum 

161  Essex  St.  I  Salem,  MA  01970 1  97S-74S-9S00  |  pemxsrg 
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Shabu^Shabu 


P  11:30am  -  IS  12:00am 
^^ES7*v:  ?  11:30am  -  02:00am 

1  Harrison  Ave.  Boston,  MA  02111 
TEL:(61 7)338-8283  i  www.kazeshabushabu.com 


TEL:(617)  734-1268  I  www.fugakyu.net 
1280  BEACON  ST.  BROOKLINE,  MA  02446 


BEST  OF 
BOSTON 
2006 


TEL:(978)  443-1998  |  www.fugakyucafe.com 
621  BOSTON  POST  RD.  SUDBURY,  MA  01776 


Boston  City  Search-”Best  Chinese  Food!”; 
ZAGAT-”Winner  Rewards!” 
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Tel:  617.849.7075/7082/7083  Fax:  617.399.6226 
27  Beach  Street,  2nd  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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QUINCY  MEDICAL  CENTER  STAFF  WISHES  YOU  A 
HEALTHY  AND  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  OF  THE  TIGER! 
I.tlrt#t'^'^«|5]A,  ’ 
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114  VVhitwell  Street,  Quinc>’,  MA  02169 

INTERPRETER  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT 
(617)376-2058 

ASIAN  SERVICES  DEPARTMENT 
(617)376-5493 

MAIN  NUMBER  MEDICAL 
(617)773-6100 
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Quincy  Medical  Center's  Green  Brush  Art  Reception 

*  Tuesday.  April  27,  2010  * 

Spottf^orshir  cpjMyrtutiitie^  and  H(:kct<  are  available. 

tor  more  mformaiiou.  please 
viiit  www.quincymc.org  or  call  (61 7)  376-5493. 
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232  Harrison  Avenue 
Boston,  MA  02111 

"^7lfLAGr^  Tel:  617-423-5900 
APARTMENTS  Fax;  617-423-4779 
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Congregational  Retirement  Homes,  Inc. 
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Wished  you  a  Happy  New  Year! 
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Acclaim  Realty  B.M. Insurance  Inc 
Established  Since  1986 


One  Stop  Financial  Services  ^'n 


*  All  Kinds  of  Insurance 

*  Residential  &  Commercial 
Real  Statte  Services 

*  Mortgage 


338B  Tremont  Street,  Boston  MA  02116 
Tel:(617)  330-7522  Fax:(617)  426-9490 
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Happy  Chinese  New  Year  8«aM 


Wing  Wah  Mak 
Notary  Public 
Justice  of  the  Peace 
200  Lincoln  Street,  Room  403 
Room  304,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 
Tel:  (617)  451-2324 
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Boston  Chinatown 
Neighborhood  Center,  Inc. 


Join  Boston  Chinatown  Neighborhood  Center  for  the 

Chinese  New  Year  Banquet 


\ 

V 


m 


Friday,  March  5, 2010 

Reception  5*30  pm  I  Dinn®  7iX)  pm 

Empire  Garden  Restaurant 
690  Washington  Street;  Boston 


O/. 

1; 


Join  us  for  a  wine  and  dim  sum 
reception,  live  and  silent 
auctions,  performances,  and  a 
ten  course  traditional  banquet. 
Tickets  $100  each, 

$1000  per  table  of  10  seats. 


BCNC  thanks  the  following  sponsors:  (asofjanuar>'2i,20l0) 


Presenting  Sponsor 


Gold  Sponsors 


State  Street. 


Bankof  America 


Cl 


KdIkMM 

EducMkm 

Houndstiovi 

Op<riiw|0p»»|»%w>0iip» 


Silver  Sponsors  Citibank* 
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(•••Mitf  ktiltk  CMItr 

^AtlUt'O 
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^AOK  4te>Mk  TCmSS  V**V* 

I  wi^xo^  w>NM»a*  HoMiSi.x  imnoiw 


Bron2e  Sponsor 


Crystal  Sponsors 


Bank 


>  U 


Skgj^. 

TjHm^ 


ROCKLAND 


BNY  MELLON 


Nobile  Insurance 


To  sponsor,  advertise  in  the  program  book,  purchase  tickets  or  priends  of  BCNC  Award  2010  Recipients 
information,  please  contact  Joann  Yung  at  617-635-5129  xl054,  p 

joanrLyung@bcncjiet  or  go  to  www.baxrjiet  to  reserve  your 
tickets  online.  Proceeds  from  the  banquet  support  the  BCNC 
programs  for  children,  youth  and  adults. 


Friends  of  Madame  VCTiite  Snake 
Bank  of  America 
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CCOC  Counte  On  You 


Chinese  Economic  Development  Council,  Inc. 
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65  Harrison  Avenue  7th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02111 
TEL:  (617)482-1011 
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Tel:  617-338-2218 

23  Hudson  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111 
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Cakes  For  All  Occasions  (Birthday,  Wedding,  etc.) 
Fancy  Pastries  Pearl  brinks  Sift  Certificates 
WWW  baobaobakery.com 


ABCD  Chinese  Church  Head  Start 
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February  6, 2010  (Saturday  i 

12:30  PM  -  3:00  PM 

238  Highland  Ave.,  Malden 


3  A) 


CHtNi*?f  Cui.ru»f. i 


PERFORMANCES  AND  ACTIVITIES: 

•  Lion  dance 

Its.  xmm- 

•  Arts  and  crafts 

•  Songs  and  dances 

•  Tai  Ji  and  Lhinesc  mardal  arts  demonstrations 

•  Traditional  Chinese  and  Western  musical 

Mmmm^  fiJi«{ttm. 

instruments  performances 

The  participadng  groups  also  include  the  Asian  Cultural  Center, 

Anson  Radibone  Acupunciurisg  Cin  Ngai  Music  Associates, 

Chinese  Scallion  Pic,  Inc.,  W’ah  Lum  ICung  Fu  &  Tai  Chi  Academy 

of  Malden  and  Youth  Eastern  String  Group 

This  cx^nt  is  organized  by  The  Chinese  Culture  Connection,  its  Chinese  Multi-Arts  Pert'orming  Troupe, 
Chinese  Langu^gc^  School,  and  Seven  Mile  Road  Church. 


The  Chinese  Culture  Connection  continues  to  offer 
Saturday  and  evening  classes  in  various  subjects 
for  learners  of  all  ages.  A  daily  after  school 
tutoring  program  for  students  between  1"  and  8^**  grades 
had  started  from  last  month  from  3:00-6:00  PM.  This 
tutorial  program  will  include  but  not  limit  to  homework 
support.  Mandarin,  math  and  English  instruction.  Por 
more  information,  please  contact  at  the  same  address 
and  phone  number  at  the  end  of  this  paragraph. 


m-  His>  Kf?Li» 

'aSfSMSJKj  .  lain 

(Address)  •  238  Highland  Ave.,  Malden. 
r3f3t5®(Tel)  :  781.321.6316 
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flXA8E  Adults 

*4^  Sc  Mandarin 
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9:00-1  IKK) 

~  Mon,  Wed 

18:30-20:00 

tli[^  iMath  Tutoring 

)§ASat 

11:00-12:00 
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iS  s  S  Mon,  Fri 

9:00-10:00 

English  Tutoring 

i8A  Sat 

12:00-13:00 
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'A  H  Chinese  Brush  Painting 
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STSIfe  Creative  Art 

is  >\  Sal 
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Mandarin 

il!l  =  We<i 

18:30-20AO 

iaASat 

14:00-15:00 

0&  Calligraphy 

iSEHThur 

18:.30-20:00 

After  School  TuUTfing 

a-iylri: 

aVlon-Fri 

15:00-18:00 

aw  'ITtur 

19:,30-21:00 

iiS  fi  Chinese 

Brush  Painting 

a  A  Sat 

8:30-10K)0  <«■ 
18:30-20K)0 

:  (781)  321-6316 

Kfltfl't'P’lltlti;^.  :  lififf;l?#ll5-ft2/ll3U(-'?.^A-)±'1‘l0:0O-12:OOl^fj-.  195  Canal  St..  Malden 


CHINf  '’E  CULTURE 


238  Highland  Avc.»  Malden,  M.\  02148 
Tel:  781,321.6316  Fax:  781.321.0404  ww'w.ChinescCuIturcConncction.org 


GREATER  BOSTON  CHINESE  GOLDEN  AGE  CENTER 


Serving  the  Elderly 

Adult  Day  Health  Care 
Social  Day  Care 
Social  Services 
Caregivers  Program 
Community  Employment 
Nutrition  ' 

Lifeline 


mmm 

25-3 1  ESSEX  ST.  5  OAK  ST.  WEST 
BOSTON.  MA  02 1  I  I  BOSTON.  MA  02 1  1 6 
(6 1 7)  542-7458  (6 1 7)  423-7560 


677  CAMBRIDGE  ST 
BRIDHTON,  MA  02135 
(617)  789-4298 
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79  Harrison  Avenue, 
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Happy  Chinese  New  Year  to  the  Asian  American  Community 

±aiB#PsB±^AFt$T^EBt  •  EpifBfPsi^a-saE 

(781)662-0223 

'  TDD:  1  -800-545-1 833  extl  31 

■  EQUAL  HOUSING  OPPORTUNITY 


Joseph  T.  Cefalo  Memorial  Complex 


245  West  Wyoming  Avenue 
Melrose,  MA  02176 
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south  cove 
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community  health  center  gou|||  Covc  Commuiiity  Health  Center 


T/ie  Premier  Asian  Community  Health  Center  in  Massachusetts 


Happy  ChineseNeW  Year  of  the  Tiger 


Chinatown  Clinic 


Quincy  Clinic 


)» 


South  St.  Clinic 

mmuf^ 


885  Washington  Street, 

Boston 

617-482-7555 


435  Hancock  Street, 
North  Quincy 
617-745-0280 


1 45  South  Street, 

Boston 

617-521-6730 


Adult  Medicine, 
OB/GYN, 

Pediatrics, 

Social  Services  and 
Family  Planning 


Adult  Medicine,  . 
OB/GYN, 

Pediatrics,  Dentistry, 
Optometry, 
Behavioral  Health, 
Social  Services  and 
Family  Planning 


Dentistry,  Optometry, 
Mammography, 

Bone  Density, 
Behavioral  Health, 
WIG, Early  Intervention, 
BASE,  Development  & 
Health  Education 


SUN  AM  9 

8:30AM  -  2:00PM 

MON 

8:30AM  -  5:30PM 

(Adult  Medicine  to  6:30PM) 

TUE-FRI  AM-Ai. 

8:30AM  -  5:30PM 

SAT  AM:^ 

8:30AM  -  3:00PM 


SUN  AM  9 

8:30AM  -  1 2:30PM 
(Dental:  &  3'"^  Sun) 

(Optometry:  P^Sun) 

(ik^  '  ^-i^AMn) 

MON-FRI  AM-AS. 

8:30AM  -  5:30PM 
(Adult  Medicine  to  6:30pm 
on  Mon  and  Tue) 

SAT  f  jla-^ 

8:30AM  -  3:00PM 


WEBSITE:  http://wvvw.scchc.org 


MON-FRI  AM-AA 

9:00am  -  5:30pm 

SAT 

9:00am  -  3:00pm 


♦ f  If  +  .<s  ^  .<s  1*  # -1^  ^  ^  t  It »  *  ^  ^  ^  ir  ^  ^  tl 

WE  PROVIDE  ASSISTANCE  WITH: 

MASSHEALTH,  COMMONWEALTH  CARE  &  HEALTH  SAFETY  NET  APPLICATION 
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A  M~>l& 


